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Wclcomc—:

| would like to welcome you to Car1ing|10w Acadcmy.

] |'10Pc that you find this booklet intcrcsting and full of all the information you need to know

about your child starting school.

Car]inghow Academy is a safe, warm, wclcoming and inclusive school where all stakeholders
have the children’s best interest at heart.

T[-lc children at Carlinghow Acadcmy are amazing! Thcy have shown rcsilicncc tl'rrough
clwange and have always put 100% into evergthing thcg do. Thcy are well mannered, caring,

inclusive and have a real love of [carning,

As Head of School, |am immcnsciy Proucl of this school and hopc that the website gives
you an insight into all of the work that we do.

If there is angtlﬂing that you are not sure about, or you have any qucstions that this booklet

or our website does not answer, Plcasc don't hesitate to contact us and we will try to answer

3OUI" qucrg.

Mrs M Fishwick
Head of School




fSchoofT?mcs

Thc school clay starts at 8:30 am each morning and the children enter the classroom from
the Rcccption P[agground.

T o maximise the samccty of all children, the gates to the back of the school are locked at 9:00
am cach morning. Any late arr‘ivals need to come into school throug}'l the main entrance door.
At home time the gates situated at the side of the school are are oPcned at 2:50 pm and
children will be let out of class at 3:00 pm. The children are released onlg to a known adult
from the RcccPtion conservatory doors. [f another adult is to collect your child for any

reason you must inform the office of this changc.

/\bsences

Please notify school if your childis ill, either by tclcphonc or by another adult in person n
the morning; bg 9:00amon Q1924 32637 1.
We will contact you if we have not heard from you bg this time.
Home visits will be carried out if a reason for an absence is not given.
Sickness - 48 hour rule - if your child is smq:cring from sickness or diarrhoea thcg need to be

clcar omc sgmptoms For 48 hours bc{:orc rcturning to school.

r1ohdags

You will find a list of next year’s term dates in your welcome Pack. T erm time dates are
Publishcd in the Acadcmy Ncwslcttcr carlg in the academic year and are also on the

website. The Head of school cannot authorise any leave of absence during term time and

you may be subjcct to a fixed Pcna]tg notice as perour attendance Po]ic‘(j‘

}:orFun details of our attendance Policg Plcasc visit the Acadcmg website.




Smooth T ransition

5tarting in chcPtion is an exciting time but we also aPPrcciatc that it can bring with it
Feelings of worty and anxiety for both children and Parents/carcrs. In light of this, we

strongly believe that successful transition bcgins by building strong rc]ationshiPs between
the staff, the child and their families.

We aim to achieve this bg:

Kunning a staggcrcd start during the first week of the new school yearin
Scptcmbcr. chcPtion staff will confirm with you what days your child will attend.
T his will allow staff more time to getto know your child and it will also be an
oPPortunity to hc[P settle children who may feelless confident or who may feel

overwhelmed in a largcrgrouP.

]nviting children in for a transition visit where thcy can spcncl the morning getting to

know their new teachers and peers.

Carrging out a home or setting visit for children who are new to Carlingl"aow
Acadcmy. T wo members of staff will visit your child at home or at their current
setting. During this visit, staff will sPcnd time ta”c?ng to yourschc and your child and
thcy will observe how your child Plags/intcracts in a familiar environment. T he staff
will find out about your child’s interests and likes so that thcg can prepare the
classroom environment to accommodate these. T his ensures your child feels as

settled as Possiblc.
Spcnding the first 4 weeks carrying out baseline assessments in school.

A”ocating your child a l«:g worker so thcy can form a close rclationship with a

familiar adult.

Sharing assessment information t[ﬁrougl'! reports, parents’ evenings and an online

lcarningjourncy.




A Typical School Dag

8:30 (hildren are encouraged to come into the class on their own and put away their coats

and book bags inclePenclcnt]g.
Thc children then comple’ce a morning task, e.g. name writing.
8:50 chistcr
9:00 Phonics Session ~grouped carpet sessions.

9:50 The children are able to exPlorc & P189 both inside and out with a range of resources
and activities. A focused adult-led English activity will be set up which all children will
comPlctc at some Point in the morning, session.

11:00 Ta”( Througlﬁ Stories —agroup carpet session exP!oring story and ]anguage.
11:30 |_unch T ime. Children have lunch and P!ag outside when theg have finished.
12:30 Afternoon chistration
1240 Maths Session ~grouPecl carpet sessions.

1:00 Lcarning Througiﬁ Flay + [Tocus | ask | ime - | he children are able to explore & Play
both inside and out. A focused adult-led Maths activity will be set up which all children will
comP!ete at some Point in the afternoon session.

14:%30 Story Time
15:00 Parents collect children at the door of the classroom.




Baselinc Assessment

When your child starts in chcption class, their teachers will sPcnd the first 4 weeks getting
to know them tlwrough the chcPtion basclinc Assessment. | he che[:;tion Baselinc
Assessment (RBA) is a short, task-based assessment ofyour child's carly litcracy,
communication, languagc and mathematics skills when thcy bcgin school. [t was statutory for
all schools from ScPtcmbcr 2021.Your child does not need to prepare. Thcrc is no pass

mark or score and your child should not realise thcy’rc doing an assessment.

Tcachcrs will caPturc the baseline assessment through:
(Observations of children’s Pla3 and interactions
Planned activities in Provision

Spcaking to parents and carers

Home visits

Discussions with Prcvious settings

Clﬂildrcn will only be assessed when thcy are disp‘aying high levels of involvement and well-
bcing as we rccognisc that the most imPortantjob at the start of the year is to ensure that
your child makes a happy and settled transition to school.

During this time, we will support children to establish Positivc rclationships, understand

classroom routines and become familiar with the adults in their class.

Oncc baseline assessments have been comPlctcd, teachers will use this information to Plan
for exciting 1carning opportunities and provision that are matched to the interests and
abilities of all children. For this reason, it is imPortant that you share as much information
with your child's teacher as Possiblc: csPcciang about your child’s interests and the things
that excite them.

More information about the RBBA can be found at

httpsy//www.gov.uk /guidance/ rcccption~ba5clinc-asscssmcnt-—imcormation-—mcor~parcnt5



https://www.gov.uk/guidance/reception-baseline-assessment-information-for-parents

Curriculum

Ear{y Ycars Outcamcs 6cptcmbcr202 / )
Throughout the year children’s progress is reviewed against the Ear]y Ycars Outcomes

and at the end of recePtion children are assessed against each of the 1 7 Ear]y Learning
(Goals. The Characteristics of [~ ffective Tcaching and Lcaming describe keg
dispositions which Plag a central role in your child bccoming an effective learner. Tlncg form
the basis of transition discussions as children move from nursery to reccPtion and then from

reception toY1i.
Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning
Playing and Exploring
Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’.

Active Learning
Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements.

Creating and Thinking Critically
Children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.

Areas of Learning and Development \ Aspect
Prime Areas

Communication and Language Listening and attention
Speaking

Personal, Social and Emotional Development Self — regulation
Managing self
Building relationships
Physical Development Gross Motor Skills
Fine Motor Skills

Specific Areas
Literacy Comprehension
Word reading
Writing
Mathematics Number

Numerical Patterns
Understanding the World Past and Present

People, Culture and Communities
The Natural World
Expressive Arts and Design Creating with Materials

Being Imaginative and Expressive

Fur’cl—rer information about the Ear]g Lcarning Goals (ELGS} can be found on the
Fo”owing website: https://www.gov.uk/govcrnment/PuHications/chang;es~to~the~carlq~

qears~1coundatio n-stage-e q1c5~1cramework/chang;es~to~the~ea r]q~q cars-foundation-sta ge~

equ~1cramcwo rk



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework

Flag~Bascd l__caming

In RcccPtion, children learn largclg t]ﬁrouglﬁ child-initiated activities and Plag-bascd

cxpcricnccs. Staff carcmcully Plan indoor and outdoor Provision to capture your child's

imagination, promote inchcndcnt Iearning and encourage interactions with peers across a

range of contexts.

T[-lcrc are carPct sessions timctab]cd throughout the day whcrc thc chilc]rcn come togcthcr
to learn Phonics, Litcracy and Maths, as well as Undcrstanding the World and E_xPrcssive
Arts and Dcsign. Focussed activities are then Planncd to Providc the next steps’ to
support your child's progress and dcvclopmcnt

Similar to the baseline, staff will dedicate time to obscrving your child as thcg Play, interact,

Problcm-solvc and choose their own activities.
Avreas of continuous Provision include:

(_onstruction
Watcr

Play Dough
Creativc
Sand
Outdoors
Role-Play
Small-World
Keading
Exploration

Mathematics

Mark Making




Wow Momcnts

At Car]ingl'low Academy, we like to work in PartncrshiP with parents and we encourage you

to take an active role in your child’s education.

We love hearing about the exciting cxpcrienccs your child has outside ofsclwool, inclucling
sPcciaI visits and outings as well as day to dag activities such as shaﬁng a book at bedtime,

1carning to ride a bike, Playing a game, visiting mcamily etc...

You can uPload Photos of Wow moments onto Seesaw for use to see.

Whatever the \Weather!

Part of our curriculum in Rcccption is ‘Unclcrstancling the Worlc]’, s0 Plcasc be aware that
we like to Plag out in all weathers!
Children absolutcly love cxploring their natural environment and what better way to do this

than to cxPcricncc thc changing seasons First hand.

During the wet months we ask that you Proviclc your child with a hooded, watcrpromc coat, a
Pair of wellies and a spare Pair of socks.
Wc also like to get hands-on so Plcasc be aware tl'iat, on occasion, your chﬂd’s clothing

might not be as clean as when thcy first came to school in the morning!

Wherever Possiblc, we will Providc children with aprons but we ask you to understand that
children gcncraﬂy have a way oFgctting messy no matter what and if it’s only a little bit of dirt

or Paint it should come out in the wash!

During the Summer months we ask that you send your child with sun

cream alrcady applicc], a water bottle and a sun hat.




Kcading

Kcading at homeis | HE. best way you can support your child’s lcarning!
Wc encourage you to share books E_\/E_RY night whether they are home reading books or
picture books.

5han’ng books has signhcicant benefits including:

° E_rjogment

° Strengthening bonds between parent and child

° ]mProving sPcaking and listcning skills

Fromoting alove of rcading

C—.iving your child the best start to their education

School | ibrary and Story Sharing

Oncc you have signcd a [ibrarg agreement, your child may borrow books from our school

Iibrary. Througl"lout the year we will offer story sharing sessions where parents/carers are

invited into class to share stories with children.

Home Reading
Once children are confident to segment and blend sounds for rcac]ing simplc words thcg will

start to bring home rcading books with text. Flcasc suPPort your child to read these books
at home or encourage other Family members, like older siblings or grandparcnts, to get
involved. Children will also bring home a rcading Iog which should be filled in every time your
child reads.
Wc encourage children to sound out words (scgmcnting) and then blend’ the sounds

togcthcr and children are taught to read some words automaticaﬂg without the need for

sounding out (Red Words).

Don't Forgct that sharing books is notjust about rcading the words, it isjust as imPortant to

cnjoy time discussing the story, characters and i"ustrations, and children love Iinking stories

to their own cxpcricnccs.

As well as rcacling books your child will also br’ing home letter cards and word cards to learn

at spccd.




‘s TSRS , ,
(Read/Write Inc -} eadin ( ontinued...
Learning to Kead - Rcad Write ]nc.
At Carlinghow Acadcmy, we teach children how to read through the Phonics scheme Read

Write |nc. |n Phonics sessions, children learn how to ‘read’ the sounds in words and how
those sounds can be written down. T his is essential for rcading, but it also helPs children
learn to sPcll well, We teach the children simPlc ways of rcmcmbcring these sounds and
letters. The children also Practisc rcacling (and sPc"ing) what we call ‘red words’, such as
‘You’ and ‘said’. Thc children Practise their reading with books that match the Phonics and
the ‘red words’ thcy know.

T he teachers read to the children, too, so the children getto know all sorts of stories,
poetry and information books. Thcy learn many more words this way and it also hcips their
writing, Throughout the year we will welcome you in to school to watch your children

1caming Phonics and givc you more information about how we teach Phonics.

t

mlals [‘dl't

Parent FarticiPation

At Carlinghow Acadcmy, we view your child’s education as a Partncrship between home
and school. In orderfor your child to reach their full Potcntial itis imPortant that we work as
ateam. At the bcginning of the school year, parents are asked to sign a contract; Thc
Carlinghow Acadcmg Homc/Acadcmy Agrccmcnt. T his identifies what we will do
togcthcr, what we as staff will c]o, what we cxpcct you as Parcnts to do and Fina”y what we
ask of the children. A copy of the agreement terms can be found on the last page of this
booklet. Wc hold rcgular whole school events which the children rcallg crjoy and we
encourage families to be involved; high]ights include the Halloween disco and Summer

Fayrc.




chPing ln{:ormec}

To ensure Parcnts are kePt informed of up and coming events, a calendar on our website
shows a" our diarg events. Wc a[so Publish a" letters which are sent home on our wcbsitc, so

it is worth chccking our web page at rcgu]ar intervals to kccP Hoursclmc informed.

Texts

|n order to kceP our parents updatcd with school life and any last minute changes such as
closure due to snow we use a text/email service which will send a text to mobile Phoncs or an

email dcpcnding on the urgency of the message.

5 56658W
At Car]ingl']ow Acadcmg, we use an app called Sccsaw throughout school as an

interactive lcarning PlatForm. Jtis a simplc way forteachers and Pupﬂs to record and share
what's happcning in the classroom. Seesaw gives Pupils a Placc to document their Icarn?ng,
be creative and learn how to use tcchnoiogg. Each child gets their own onlincjournal which
follows them up through school. Children are cncouragcd to take owncrship of their
1carning, thcg and will add and create Photos, videos, clrawings, or presentations
indcpcndcntlg. When there are new Seesaw posts, families can be notified via app
notification, email or SMS. Parents are onig notified about their own child’s work, and all
data is safe and secure.

Seesawis also used to share letters and imPortant information from school.

Arbor

We use an electronic payment system ‘/\rbotJ ~where parents can pay for school dinners

and triPs online. Onece your child has started school you will receive information on

registration.




School (niform

Grcy skirt / trousers
Blue sweatshirt / cardigan (idca”}) with the Carlinghow Acadcmy Iogo)
Pale blue Polo shirt with collar
blac‘c shoes ~ no boots Plcasc
|n the Summer, many girls wear blue/ white check dresses.
Aﬂ children may wear grey shorts inwarm wcathcr.
Chi]dren should not come to school wcaringmcasl'n'on traincrs,jeans, tracksuits, sportswear
or beachwear.
[lease ensure all items of uniform are c/car{y fabelled with your child’s name.

If your child arrives in school not wearing the correct uniform we will changc your child into

uniform for the day.

P.E.Kit

Black pumps (Parents/carers to Providc)
School will Providc the t-shirt and shorts for FE .

These will be kcpt in school and washed bg school staff.

Jewellery

]:or health and sa)cctg reasons we do not allow children to wcarjcwc“cry. Thc cxccPt?ons to

this rule are ear-ring studs in Picrccd ears, and small objccts of rcligious signi{:icancc. Hair
bands, ribbons/bows or ‘scrunchies’ should be Plain and either bluc, white or black. [Hair
bands should not have largc flowers attached. Make up and nail varnish should not be worn
to school. [ xtreme hairstglcs are not aPProPriatc for school. The use o‘Fstyling Products
should be kcpt to a minimum and children should not have decorative patterns cut into their

hair or have hair coloured or dycd.




5&1001 Dinners

Dinners are FresHy cooked in our own kitchens. Wc offer choices each dag onan iFad,
including a vegetarian oPtion and the menus rotate over a three-week cyclc. Fresh fruit and
bread are always availablc, along with water to drink. Mcnus are changcd scasonally and
information is sent home for you and Hourchild to choose their lunch. ]Fyour child has any
sPcciFic dictarg requirements Plcasc let us know so that we can tailor a menu to suit their

needs. A" PuPils in rcccPtion, year | and year 2 in state-funded schools in England are
cligiblc for Universal Free SCI'IOOI Meals.

Snacks

At Carlinghow Acaclcmy, we strive to promote a hcalthy lifcstg]c. Children are offered
fresh or dried fruit and vcgctablcs, Providcd bg a government scheme to encourage children
to eatfive a day. This includes a different choice each day e.g. banana, carrot, pear, aPPlc

or orange. Children are cncouragcd to Pccl their own fruit to assist their sclmc-l"aclp skills.

Milk

Milk is available to all children in Foundation Stagc and ch 5tagc 1. Forall ourunder
5's this is free. Car‘inghow Acadcmy will automatica”y register your child to receive school

milk each dag. When children reach their fifth birthday thcg can continue to receive milk

scheme for aPProximatclg £15 per term.

Watcr

Childrcn are cncouragcd to drink water to kccp well hydratcc] during the school dag and
may bring their own named water bottle to school. To promote a hcalthy limccst‘glc this must

be water and noijuicc.




FrcParation

Many Parcnts ask what we want children to do before tlﬁcg come to 5chooL
Here are the things which hclP to make the school dag and routines simPlcr:
° ] can use the toilet all by mgsc]mc.
e |can ziP up and fasten my coat.
e |candress mysclmc and changc forP.E.
| can wash and dry my hands.
| can brush my own teeth (cl'li]dren will take part ina tootlﬁbr‘ushing scheme).
| can use a knife & fork.
] can Put on my own shocs anc] Fastcn thcm.
] can recognise and write my name.

] can countto 10.

Building a Partncrship between [{ome and
the Acaclcmy

TOGETHER WE WILL:

Hclp our children to feel happy confident and valued at Carhnghow Acac{emg

Fromotc in them a clear unclcrstanchng oFgood manners and nght and wrong,.

Share common exPcctations to enable everyone to reach their maximum Potential.

(reate a safe and secure environment where our children can flourish.

I stablish open and respechCul communication between all members of T he Acaclemy community.
Devc]op a shared understanding of the behaviour Po|fc5 cxPcctations.

Celebrate, share and praise successes.
THE ACADEMY STAFT WILL:

®  Work within all policies, values, aims and visions set by the (Governors.

® [rovide an open and welcoming environment where you and your child will feel valued.

® Recognise and build on your child’s unique strengths.
Set accurate and helpful targets for you and your child to work on.
Keep you informed of your child’s progress and offer encouragement and support.
PBe available to discuss your child’s progress formally annually and informally by mutual arrangement.
[ ndeavour to arrange Academy events and meetings to meet the needs of families.

I nsure resPechCul communication bg Provicling aPProPriate lines of communication which are

accessible, rcgu|ar and considered.

[Have available on request information about the complaints Proceclure.

15




INRETURNWE ASK THAT FPARENTS:

®  Supportand respect the Academy’s Policics, values, aim and visions.

®  Support the staff in their care and education of your child.

® [ nsure that your child is Punctual and attends | he Academy regularly.
Awvoid taking holidays during term time.
Attend and support Academy events, meetings and celebrations wherever Possiblc,
(Create a sense of belonging by ensuring children wear the requested Academy uniform.
[Cnsure respectful communication by liaising with the appropriate Academy Staff.

e  Notify the Academy of any changes of circumstances that might affect the child.

® [ etusworktogether to make our Partnership one of confidence, enthusiasm and respect.

INRETURNWE ASK THAT CHILDREN:

(] Take care of everyone and cvcrgthing so that:

The Acadcrng isa haPPB Place, we can all learn, noboclg gets hurt, we are all samcc, nothing

gcts sPoilt or Iost and we take care of oursclvcs so that we can stag fit and hcalthy.

(Getting in touch

Carlinghow Acaclemy
I aland Road
Patley
W7 81T
01924326371
ogice@carlinghow.ghat.org.uk




