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Wclcomc

] would like to welcome you to Carlinghow Acaclcmy.

| hoPc that you find this booklet interesting and full of all the information you need to know
about your child starting school.

| Firmly believe that in order to Provide the best outcomes for children, education must be
seen as a team effort between the teachers, the school as a wlwolc, the Parent and the chi[d,

ancl therefore ] extend awarm welcome to you and your Familics and look Forward to sccuring

a happg ancl SUCCCSSFUI wor‘(ing Partncrship.

If there is angthing that you are not sure about, or you have any qucstions that this booklet

or our website does not answer, P[casc don't hesitate to contact us and we will try to answer
your query.
Miss D Wortl':ington, [ xecutive Frincipal.




[Head of School
Wclcomc—:

| would like to continue our welcome to you.

Car]ingl'low Acadcmg is a sa]cc, warm, wcicoming and inclusive school where all stakeholders
have the children’s best interest at heart.

The children at Carlinghow Acadcmg are amazing! Thcy have shown resilience through
changc and have alwags put 100% into cvcrgthing thcy do. Thcy are well mannered, caring,

inclusive and have a real love omclcarning.

As Head of School, | am immcnsc]y Proucl of this school and hopc that the website gives
you an insight into all of the work that we do.

If there is angthing that you are not sure about, or you have any qucstions that this booklet

or our website does not answer, lease don't hesitate to contact us and we will try to answer
P Y

yOUI" qucr‘l}

Mrs M Fishwick
[ead of SChool




School Times

School starts at 8.50 am each morning and the children enter the classroom from the
Plagground.
Any messages can be Passcc‘ on to teachers hcrc, including changcs to collection
arrangements.

T o maximise the samcetg of all chi]c]rcn, the gates to the back of the school are locked at 9.00
am each morning, Any late arrivals need to come into school through the main entrance door.
At home time the gates situated at the side of the school are are oPcnccl at 2.50 pm and
children will be let out of class at 3.00 pm. The children are released only to a known adult
from the chcption conservatory doors.

The barrier Icading to the carpar‘c remains down. Jf you have a disab?litg badgc, and

therefore use the staff car Park, access will be given through the main entrance.

/\bscnces

Please nothcy school if your childis ill, either by tclcphonc or by another adult in person in
the moming; by 9.00amon 01924 32637 1.
We will contact you if we have not heard from you by this time.
Home visits will be carried out if a reason for an absence is not g?vcn.
Sickness - 48 hour rule - hcgour child is sumcnccring from sickness or diarrhoea thcy need to be

clcar omc sgmptoms For 48 hours bc{:orc rcturning to school.

r1ohdags

You will find a list of next year’s term dates in your welcome Pack T erm time dates are
Publishcd in the Acadcmy Ncwslcttcr carly in the academic year and are also on the
wcbsitc. Thc Hcad of school cannot authorise any [cavc of abscncc during term time and
you may be sukjcct to a fixed Pcna]tg notice as per our attendance Policg-

For full details of our attendance Policy Plcasc visit the Acadcmg website.




Smooth | ransition

5tarting in chcption is an exciting time but we also aPPrcciatc that it can bring with it
Fceiings of worry and anxiety for both children and Parcnts/carers. In [ight of this, we
strongly believe that successful transition bcgins bg builcling strong rclationships between
the staff, the child and their families.

We aim to achieve this bg:

Kunning a staggcred start dur’ing the first week of the new school yearin
Scptcmbcr. chcPtion staff will confirm with you what days your child will attend.
T his will allow staff more time to getto know your child and it will also be an
oPPortunitg to hc[P settle children who may feelless confident or who may feel

overwhelmed in a largcr group.

]nviting children in for a transition visit where thcy can sPcnd the morning getting to

know thcir new tcachcrs and peers.

Carrging out a home visit for children who are new to Car‘iinghow Acadcmy. Two
members of staff will visit your child at home. Duri ng this visit staff will spcnd time
ta"cing to 3oursc11c and your child and thcg will observe how your child Plags/intcracts
in a familiar environment. T he staff will find out about your child’s interests and likes
so that thcg can prepare the classroom environment to accommodate these. This

ensures your child feels as settled as Possiblc.
Spcnding the first 4 weeks carrying out baseline assessments in school.

Aﬂocat?ng your childa lccg worker so tl'rcy can form a close rc’ationship with a

familiar adult.

anng asscssment inrormation rou reports, parents’ evenings ana an online
haring tinformation through reports, parents evenings and f

1carningjournc3.




A Tgpical School Dag

8:50 (hildren are encouraged to come into the class on their own and put away their coats
and book bags indepcndent]g.
The children then ComP]ete a morning fine motor/name writing task.
9:00 Kegistcr
9:10 Assemb]y
2:30 Fhonics Session — groupccl carPct sessions.

945 Tl'le children are able to exP]ore & P]ag both inside and out with a range of resources
and activities. A focused adult-led E_nglislﬁ or Maths activity will be set up which all children
will ComP]etc at some Point in the morning session.

11:00 Maths Session - grouPecl carpet sessions.

11.30 | unch T ime. Children have lunch and Plag outside when thcg have finished.
12:30 Alctemoon Kegistration
1240 Talk Througlﬁ Stories —a group carpet session exP]oring story and language.
1.00 Lcarning Through F!ag + [Tocus | ask [ ime ~ ] he children are able to cxplorc & Plag
both inside and out. A focused adult-led investigation or creative activity will be set up

which all children will complete at some Point in the afternoon session.
14:30 Storg Time
1445 (sreen | eam | ime
15:00 Farents collect children at the door of the classroom.




Baseline Assessment

When your child starts in chcption class, their teachers will sPcnd the first 4 weeks getting
to know them tl"ll‘OUgI'l the ReccPtion basclinc Assessment. The che[:;tion baseline
Asscssmcnt (KB/A\) isa short, tasl@bascd assessment of your child’s carly litcracy,
communication, languagc and mathematics skills when thcy bcgin school. [t was statutory for
all schools from Sc[:;tember 2021. Your child does not need to prepare. leerc is no pass

mark or score and your child should not realise thcy’rc doing an assessment.

Tcachcrs will caPturc the baseline assessment throug}u
Observations of children’s Play and interactions
Planned activities in Provision

Spcaking to parents and carers

Home visits

Discussions with Prcvious settings

Chiidrcn will on‘y be assessed when thcg are displaging high levels of involvement and well-
bcing as we recognise that the most imPortantjob at the start of the year is to ensure that
your chilcl makcs a happy and sctt]cd transition to schoo].

During this time we will support children to establish Positivc rclat?onships, understand

classroom routines and become familiar with the adults in their class.

Once baseline assessments have been complctcc], teachers will use this information to Plan
for exciting lcarning opportunities and provision that are matched to the interests and
abilities of all children. For this reason, itis important that you share as much information
with your child’s teacher as Possiblc: cspcciaug about your child’s interests and the things
that excite them.

More information about the RBA can be found at

httpsy//www.gov.uk /guidance/ rcccption~basclinc—-asscssmc nt-information-for-parents



https://www.gov.uk/guidance/reception-baseline-assessment-information-for-parents

Curriculum

Ear{y Ycars Outcamcs 6cptcm/>cr202 / }
Throughout the year children’s progress is reviewed against the Earlg Years Outcomes

and at the end of recePtion children are assessed against cach of the 1 7 Earlg Lcarning
(Goals. The Characteristics of [~ ffective Tcaching and Learning describe kcg
dispositions which P]ag a central role in your child becoming an effective learner. Tl’xeg form
the basis of transition discussions as children move from nursery to recePtion and then from

reception toY1.
Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning
Playing and Exploring
Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’.

Active Learning
Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements.

Creating and Thinking Critically
Children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.

Areas of Learning and Development ~ Aspect
Prime Areas

Communication and Language Listening and attention
Speaking

Personal, Social and Emotional Development Self — regulation
Managing self
Building relationships
Physical Development Gross Motor Skills
Fine Motor Skills

Specific Areas
Literacy Comprehension
Word reading
Writing
Mathematics Number

Numerical Patterns
Understanding the World Past and Present

People, Culture and Communities
The Natural World
Expressive Arts and Design Creating with Materials

Being Imaginative and Expressive

Fur’cl—rer information about the Earlg Leaming Goals (ELGS) can be found on the

Fo”owing website: https,//www.gov.uk /government/publications /changes-to-the-early-

qears~1cou ndation-sta ge~-e q1c5~{:ramewori</cha ng;es~to~th e-ca r]q~q cars-foundation-sta ge~

equ~1Cramcwo rk



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework

Flag~Bascd Leaming

In RcccPtion children learn largcly through child initiated activities and Pla3~bascd
cxpcricnccs. Staff carcmcuuy P]an indoor and outdoor Provision to capture your
child’s imagjination, promote inchendent lcarning and encourage interactions with

Pcers across a range of contexts.

T["ICI'C are carpet sessions timetabled throughout the day where the children come

togcthcr to learn Phonics, Litcracg and Maths, as well as Undcrstancling the Worlc]
and Exprcssivc Avrts and Dcsign. Focussed activities are then P]annccl to Providc
the ‘next stcps’ to 5uPPort your child’s progress and dcvclopmcnt.

Similar to the baseline, staff will dedicate time to obscwing your child as thcy Plag,

interact, Problcm—-so[vc and choose their own activities.
Areas of continuous Provision include:

Constru ction
\/\/ater

Play Dough
Crcativc
Sand
Outdoors
Ro]é—ﬂag
Small-World
ICT

Library

| ransient Art
Mathematics
Mark Making




Wow Momcnts

At Caﬂingl'low Acac]emy we like to work in Partncrship with parents and we

encourage you to take an active role in your child’s education.

We love hcaring about the exciting exPcn'cnces your child has outside of schoo],
including sPccial visits and outings as well as day to clay activities such as sharing a

book at bedtime, lcarning to ride a bike, Playing a game, visiting Family etc...

Your child’s class teacher will have ‘wow slips’ available for you to share your child’s

WOW moments.

Whatever the Weather!

Part of our curriculum in rcccPtion is ‘Undcrstanding the World’, so P]casc be aware
that we like to Plag out in all weathers!
Childrcn absolutclg love cxploring their natural environment and what better way to

do this than to cxpcﬁcncc the changing seasons first hand?

During the wet months we ask that you Providc your child with a hooded, watchromc

coat,a Pa?r of wellies and a spare Pair of socks.
We also like to get hands-on so P]casc be aware that, on occasion, your child’s

clothing might not be as clean as when thcg first came to school in the morning!

Wherever PossiHc we will Provic]c children with aprons but we ask you to understand
that children gcncrauy have a way of gctting messy no matter what and if it's onlg a
little bit of dirt or Paint it should come out in the wash!

During the summer months we ask that you send your child with sun cream alrcadg

applicd, a water bottle and a sun hat.




Rcading

Kcading at home is T HE. best way you can support your child’s lcarningl
We encourage you to share books E_VE_KY night whether they are home reading books or
Picturc books.
5han’ng books has signhcicant benefits including:
° E_rjogment
° Strengthening bonds between parent and child
° ]mProving 5Pca‘<ing and listcning skills
° Fromoting alove of rcading

C—.iving your child the best start to their education

School | ibrary and Story Sharing

Oncc you have signccl a library agreement, your child may borrow books from our school

Iibrarg. Throughout the yearwe will offer story sl"laring sessions where Parcnts/carcrs are

invited into class to share stories with children.

Home Reading
Once children are confident to segment and blend sounds for rcading simplc words thcy will

start to bring home rcacling books with text. Flcasc suPPort your child to read these books
at home or encourage other ?ami]y members, like older siblings or aunts/uncles, to get
involved. Children will also bring home a rcading]og which should be filled in every time your
child reads.
Wc encourage children to sound out words (scgmcnting) and then blend’ the sounds

togcthcr and children are taught to read some words automatica"g without the need for

sounding out (Red Words).

Don't f:orgct that sl'larfng books is notjust about rcac]ing the words, it is}'ust as imPortant to

crjoy time discussing the story, characters and i“ustrations, and children love linking stories

to their own cxpcricnccs.

As well as rcading books your child will also ]:)r'ing home letter cards and Word Cards to

lcarn at sPccd.




Reading (_ontinued...

Learnine; to Kead - Rcad Write Jnc.
At Carlinghow Acadcmy we teach children how to read through the Phonics scheme Read

Write |nc. |n Phonics sessions, children learn how to ‘read’ the sounds in words and how

those sounds can be written down. T his is essential for reacling, but it also hclPs children
1carn to sPc” well. Wc tcach the chilclrcn simPlc ways of rcmcmbcring these sounds and
letters. The children also Practisc rcading (and sPclling) what we call red words’, such as J,
‘You’ and ‘said’. T he children Practisc their reading with books that match the Phonics and
the ‘red words’ thcg know.

The teachers read to the childrcn, too, so the children getto know all sorts of stories,
poetry and information books. Thcy learn many more words this way and it also thPs their

writing, quroughout the yearwe will welcome in to school to watch yourchildrcn lcarning

Phonics and give you more information about how we teach Phonics.

FParent Farticipation

At Car]inghow Acadcmy, we view your child’s education as a Partncrship between home
and school. |n order for your child to reach their full Potcntial itis important that we work as
a team. At the bcginning of the school year, parents are asked to sign a contract; The
Car]inghow Acadcmy Homc/Acaclcmg /\grccmcnt. T his identifies what we will do
togcthcr, what we as staff will c]o, what we cxpcct you as Parcnts to do and Finallg what we
ask of the children. A copy of the agreement terms can be found on the last page of this
booklet. Wc hold rcgular whole school events which the children rca”g cnjoy and we
encourage families to be involved; highlights include the [Halloween disco and Summer
}:agrc.




Keepmg informed
To ensure Parcnts are kePt informed of up and coming events, a calendar on our website

shows all our diarg events. We also Publish all letters which are sent home on our website, so

it is worth chccking our web page at rcgular intervals to kccp goursc]F informed.

Texts

]n order to kceP our Parents uPdated with school life and any last minute changcs such as
closure due to snow we use a tcxt/cmail service which will send a text to mobile Phoncs oran

email chcnding on the urgency of the message.

5ccsaw
At the Carlinghow Acadcmg we use an app called Sccsaw througlﬂout school as an

interactive lcaming Platf:orm. [tisa simPlc way for teachers and Pupils to record and share
what's happcning in the classroom. Sccsaw givcs Pupils a Placc to document their Icarning,
be creative and learn how to use tcchnologg. [ ach child gets their own on[incjoumal which
follows them up through school. Childrcn are cncouragcd to take owncrship of their
1carning, thcy and will add and create Photos, videos, drawings, or Prcscntations
indcpcndcntlg. When there are new Seesaw posts, families can be notified via app
notification, email or SMS. Parents are onlg notified about their own child’s work, and all
data is safe and secure.

Seesawis also used to share letters and imPortant information from school.

Arbor

Wc use an electronic Pagmcnt systcm ‘/\rbotJ ~where Parcnts can pay for 5choo[ dinners

and triPs online. Once your child has started school you will receive information on

rcgistration.




5c|100| Unhcorm

Grcy skirt/ trousers
Blue sweatshirt/ cardigan (id63113 with the Carlingl')ow Acadcmy Iogo)
White cotton shirt with collar
Bluc/Grcy stripcd tie
black shoes - no boots Plcasc
|n the summer, many girls wear b]ue/ white check dresses.
All children may wear grey shorts in warm weather.
Chi]drcn should not come to school wearing fashion traincrs,jcans, tracksuits, sportswear
or beachwear.

Flcasc ensure all items of uniform are clcar[g labelled with your child’s name.

]Fyour child arrives in school not wearing the correct uniform we will cl')angc your child into

uniform for the clay.

PE uniform

B]ack pumps
(Parents/carers to Providc)

Schooi will Proviclc the t-shirt and shorts for PE_.
T hese will be cht in school and washed wcck]g by school staff.




5chool Dinners

Dinners are Frcsh[y cooked in our own kitchens. Wc offer choices each dag, including a
vegetarian oPtion and the menus rotate over a three-week cyclc. Fresh fruit and bread are
always avai]ablc, along with water to drink. Menus are changccl scason3113 and information is
sent home for you and your child to choose their lunch. If 3ourchild has any s[:;cchcic dietarg
rcquircmcnts, Plcasc let us know so that we can tailor a menu to suit your needs. All PuPils in

rcccPtion, year | and year 2 in state-funded schools in England are cligiblc for Univcrsal

5chool Mcals.

Snacks

At Carlinghow Acaclcmg we strive to promote a hcalthy lhccstylc. Children are offered
fresh or dried fruit and vcgctab]cs, Providcd by a government scheme to encourage children
to eatfive a dag. This includes a different choice each day e.g banana, carrot, pear, aPPlc

or orange. Children are cncouragcd to Pccl their own fruit to assist their sch—-hclP skills.

Milk

Milk is available to all children in Foundation Stagc and ch Stagc 1. Forall ourunder
5's this is free. Car‘inghow Acadcmy will automatica"g register your child to receive school

milk each dag. When children reach their fifth birthdag thcg can continue to receive milk

scheme for approximatcly £15 per term.

Watcr

Childrcn are cncouragcc] to drink water to kccp well hydratccl during the school day. To
promote a healthy lifestyle this must be water and not juice.




Brcauast club

To ensure 3ourc|1ild has a great start to the c]ag our dedicated staff oPcrate a breaiocast
Club for our PuPils. Childrcn can choose from a varictg of breakfast options as well as daily
activities. This club starts at 8am each school morning, Flaccs are limited and must be

booked Prior to attcnding,.

FreParation

Many Parents ask what we want children to do before t]wcg come to sclﬁooL
Here are the things which hclp to make the school day and routines simplcr:

] can use the toilet all bg myscif

| can ziP up and fasten my coat

| candress mgsc[lc and changc forPE

| can wash and drg my hands & face

] can use a knife & fork

] can Put on my own shoes and fasten them
] can write my name.

] cancountto 10.




Building a Partncrship between [Jome and
the Acaclcmy

TOGETHER WE WILL:

HCIP our children to feel l-'aPPH’ confident and valued at Carhnghow Acadcmy

Fromote inthem a clear unc]erstancllng of goocl manners and I‘Igl‘lt and wrong.

Share common exPectations to enable everyone to reach their maximum Potential.

(reate a safe and secure environment where our children can flourish.

[ stablish open and resPechCul communication between all members of T he Academg community.
Devclop a shared understanding of the behaviour Policg exPcctations.

Celebrate sl’lare and Pralse SUcCcesses.

TH EACADEMY STAFF WILL:

®  Work within all policies, values, aims and visions set by the (Governors.
® [rovide an open and welcoming environment where you and your child will feel valued.
® Recognise and build on your child’s unique strengths.
Set accurate and helpful targets for you and your child to work on.
Keep you informed of your child’s progress and offer encouragement and support.
PBe available to discuss your child’s progress formally annually and informally by mutual arrangement.
[T ndeavour to arrange Academy events and meetings to meet the needs of families.

I nsure respechcul communication by Providing aPProPriate lines of communication which are

acccssible, rcgular and considered.

e [ave available on request information about the comPlaints Procec{ure.

INRETURNWE ASK THAT FARENTS:

®  Support and respect the Academy’s policies, values, aim and visions.

®  Support the staff in their care and education of your child.

® [ nsure that your child is punctual and attends T he Academy regularly.
Avoid taking holidays during term time.
Attend and support Academy events, meetings and celebrations wherever Possible.
Create a sense of belonging by ensuring children wear the requested Academy uniform.
[Cnsure respectful communication by liaising with the appropriate Academy Staff.

®  Notify the Academy of any changes of circumstances that might affect the child.

® [ ctuswork together to make our partnership one of confidence, enthusiasm and respect.

INRETURNWE ASK THAT CHILDREN:

(] Take care of everyone and evergthing so that:

The Acaclemg is a haPPH Place, we can all learn, noboc]g gets hurt, we are all safe, notl’ning

gets sPoi[t or 1ost and we take care of oursclvcs so that we can stag fit and hcalthy.
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Qctting in touch

Carlinghow Acac!emg
[" aland Road
Batleg
W17 81T
01924326371
oﬁice@car]inghowacademg.org.uk




