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Maths Vocabulary for the New National Curriculum 

Maths Vocabulary for the New National Curriculum This document sets out Key 

Stage 1 (KS1) and Key Stage 2 (KS2) maths vocabulary under the new National 

Curriculum as well as vocabulary for EYFS. The tables can be used to check pupils’ 

understanding of new vocabulary introduced in years 1- 6. The lists are intended 

as a guide as to what pupils should know, and are not exhaustive. Of course, key 

terms may be introduced earlier as a challenge for our learners, although it is also 

important to ensure that learning is ‘new’ and carries an ‘element of surprise’. 

It is expected that key vocabulary is displayed on ‘Maths Learning Walls’ at 

appropriate times during the academic year and in line with the current topic area 

being taught within the class and is promoted through mathematical talk in 

lessons. 

 
 

   



 



  



  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Maths Vocabulary for Year 2  

Number and 

place value 
Measure 

Geometry 

(position and 

direction) 

Geometry 

(properties of 

shape) 

Fractions Data/statistics 
General/problem 

solving 

Numbers to one 
hundred  

Hundreds 

Partition, 
recombine 

Hundred 
more/less 

 

Quarter past/to  

m/km, g/kg, 
ml/l 

Temperature 
(degrees) 

Rotation 

Clockwise, 
anticlockwise 

Straight line 

Ninety degree 
turn, right angle 

Size 

Bigger, larger, smaller 

Symmetrical, line of 
symmetry 

Fold 

Match 

Mirror line, reflection 

Pattern, repeating 
pattern 

 

Three quarters, one 
third, a third 

Equivalence, 
equivalent 

Count, tally, sort 

Vote 

Graph, block graph, 
pictogram, 

Represent 

Group, set, list, table 

Label, title 

Most popular, most 
common, least 
popular, least 
common 

 

Predict 

Describe the pattern, 
describe the rule 

Find, find all, find 
different 

Investigate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Maths Vocabulary for Year 3  

Number and 

place value 

Addition and 

subtraction 

Multiplication 

and division 
Measure 

Geometry 

(position 

and 

direction) 

Geometry 

(properties of 

shape) 

Fractions Data/statistics 

Numbers to one 
thousand  

Column 
addition and 
subtraction 

Product 
 
Multiples of 
four, eight, fifty 
and one 
hundred  
 
Scale up 

Leap year  
 
Twelve-
hour/twenty-
four- hour clock 
 
Roman 
numerals I to 
XIII  

Greater/less 
than ninety 
degrees  
 
Orientation 
(same 
orientation, 
different 
orientation) 

Horizontal, 
perpendicular 
and parallel lines 

Numerator, 
denominator  
 
Unit fraction, 
non-unit fraction 
 
Compare and 
order  
 
Tenths 

Chart, bar chart, frequency 
table, Carroll diagram, 
Venn diagram 
 
Axis, axes 
 
Diagram 

 

 

Maths Vocabulary for Year 4  

Number and place 

value 

Multiplication 

and division 
Measure 

Geometry 

(position and 

direction) 

Geometry 

(properties of 

shape) 

Fractions and 

decimals 
Data/statistics 

Tenths, hundredths  
Decimal (places) 
 
Round (to nearest) 
 
Thousand more/less 
than 
 
Negative integers 
 
Count through zero 
 
Roman numerals (I to C) 

Multiplication 

facts (up to 

12x12) 

 

Division facts 

 

Inverse 

 

Derive 

 Convert Coordinates 
 
Translation 
 
Quadrant 
 
X-axis 
Y-axis 
 
Perimeter and 
area 

Quadrilaterals  
 
Triangles 
 
Right angle, acute 
and obtuse angles 

Equivalent 
decimals and 
fractions 

Continuous data 
 
Line graph 



 

 

 

Maths Vocabulary for Year 6  

Number and 

place value 

Addition and 

subtraction 

Multiplication 

and division 

Geometry 

(position and 

direction) 

Geometry 

(properties of 

shape) 

Fractions, 

decimals and 

percentages 

Algebra Data/statistics 

Numbers to 

ten million 

Order of 
operations 
 

Order of 
operations  
 
Common 
factors, 
common 
multiples 
 

Four 
quadrants (for 
coordinates) 

Vertically 
opposite 
(angles) 
 
Circumference, 
radius, 
diameter 

Degree of 
accuracy 
 
Simplify 

Linear number 
sequence 
 
Substitute  
 
Variables 
 
Symbol 
 
Known values 

Mean 
 
Pie chart 
 
Construct 

 

Maths Vocabulary for Year 5  

Number and 

place value 

Addition and 

subtraction 

Multiplication 

and division 
Measure 

Geometry 

(position and 

direction) 

Geometry 

(properties of 

shape) 

Fractions, decimals and 

percentages 

Powers of 10 
 

Efficient 
written 
method 

Factor pairs 
 
Composite 
numbers, prime 
number, prime 
factors, square 
number, cubed 
number 
 
Formal written 
method 

Volume 
 
Imperial units, 
metric units 

Reflex angle  
 
Dimensions 

Regular and 
irregular  
Polygons  

Proper fractions, improper 
fractions, mixed numbers 
 
Percentage 
 
Half, quarter, fifth, two fifths, 
four fifths 
 
Ratio, proportion 


