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Frinci]:)al’s Welcome

| would like to welcome you to Carlinghow Academg.

| hoPc that you find this booklet interesting and full of all the information you need to know
about your child starting in |ittle E_xplorcrs.

] Firmly believe that in order to Provide the best outcomes for children, education must be
seen as a team effort between the teachcrs, the school as a whole, the Parcnt and the chilcl,
and therefore ] extend awarm wclcomc to you and 3our{:amilics and look forward to sccur‘ing

a I’IaPPB ancl SUCCCSS‘FUI WOF‘(iﬂg PartncrsBiP.

If there is angthing that you are not sure about, or you have any qucstions that this booklet

or our website does not answer, Plcasc don't hesitate to contact us and we will try to answer
your query.
Miss D Worthington, FrinciPal




Mcct the Tcam

Here are the Nurscrg Nurses that work with | _ittle E_xplorcra

Mrs DiPPer

“Hi! I'm Mrs Dipper and | love getting messy in
the cornflour with the Little Explorers! My
favourite colour is green and | like flowery
patterns! | love animals and going for long walks
with my little dog Betsy and cuddling my 2 cats
Flossy and Sky! | cannot wait to welcome our
Little Explorers into Nursery in September where

we can all get messy and have fun together!”

“Hello my name is Mrs Smith. When | am at
Nursery | like to play with the playdough.

| like to sing songs and my favourite song is Miss
Polly had a Dolly.

My favourite colour is purple.

I'm really looking forward to seeing you when you
come to join the Little Explorers.”




Smooth | ransition

5tarting Littlc E_xplorcrs isan exciting time but we also apprcciatc that it can bn’ng with it
fceiings of worry and anxiety for both children and Parcnts/carcrs. Jn [ig]ﬁt of this, we
strongly believe that successful transition bcgins by building strong rc1ationships between
the stag, the child and their families.

We aim to achieve this by:

]nviting your child to attend at least 1 transition session for an hour. This will allow
your child to become familiar with the staff in the setting and cxpcricncc the Provision

thcg can Plag with.

Carrying out a home visit, whcrcbg 2 members of staff will visit your child at home.
Dur?ng this visit staff will spcnd time ’ca”(ing to yoursclxc and your child and thcy will
observe how your child Plags/intcracts in a familiar environment. T he staff will find
out about your child’s interests and likes so that thcg can prepare the classroom
environment to accommodate these. This ensures your child feels as settled as

Possib]c.
5Pcndfng the first 4 weeks carrying out baseline assessments in school.

Auocating your child a lc65 worker so thcg can form a close rclationship with a

familiar adult.

Shan’ng assessment information through reports, Parcnts’ evenings and an online

{carningjourncy.




Basclinc Assessment

When your child starts in Littlc Explorcrs, their teachers will sPcnd the first 4 weeks
getting to know them tl’xrougl'x a baseline assessment. The baseline assessment
builds a ‘picture’ of your child looking at: wcﬂ—bcing, characteristics of effective

lcarning, Primc areas and spcci{:ic areas.

TCZ!CI’]CI"S will caPtUrc the baseline assessment t[wrough:
Observations of children’s P]ay and interactions
Hanncd activities in Provision

Spcaking to parents and carers

Home visits

Discussions with Prcvious settings

Children will only be assessed when thcy are displaging high levels of involvement
and wc”~bcing as we recogpise that the most imPortant job at the start of the yearis
to ensure that your child makes a happy and settled transition into | _ittle Explorcrs.

During this time we will support children to establish Positivc rclationships,

understand routines and become familiar with the adults in the class.

Once children are happy and settled at Litt]c Explorcrs the staff can then use the
information from the baseline assessments to carcmcullg Plan and prepare an engaging
and stimulating lcarnfng environment filled with exciting opportunities for your child to
Play, interact, learn and cxplorc. For this reason, itis imPortant that you share as

much information with your child’s teacher as Possiblc; cspccia”y about

your child’s interests and the things that excite
thcm.




Curriculum

[n | ittle E_xplorers the children helP to decide the curriculum. Jtis extremelg flexible in order to cater
for the needs and interests of the children within the setting and is Planne& in response to childrer’s
individual next steps in Iearning.

When children are engagecl and excited theg learn best, so we encourage you to share with your

child’s keg worker the things that tl—xeﬂ love cloing and are interested in.

Ear[g Ycars Outcomc.s 66Ptcmbcr 20217 )
Throughout the year children’s progress is reviewed against the E_arlg Years QOutcomes. (hildren

who are working within ‘tgPicaI’ exPectations for Nurserg will be achieving objectives within the ‘Birth

to | hree’ section of each of the Areas of Deve!opment. The Characteristics of [~ ffective
Leaming describe 1«19 clispositions which Plag a central role in your child becoming an effective

lcarncr.

Playing and Exploring

Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go'.

Active Learning

Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements.

Creating and Thinking Critically

Children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.

Areas of Learning and Development | Aspect
Prime Areas

Communication and Language Listening and attention
Speaking

Personal, Social and Emotional Development Self — regulation
Managing self
Building relationships

Physical Development Gross Motor Skills
Fine Motor Skills

Specific Areas
Literacy Comprehension

Word reading
Writing
Mathematics Number

Numerical Patterns
Understanding the World Past and Present

People, Culture and Communities
The Natural World

Expressive Arts and Design Creating with Materials

Being Imaginative and Expressive

Further information about the E_arlg Years Qutcomes can be found on the Fo”owing website:
https,//www.gov.uk /government/publications /changes-to-the-carly-years-foundation-stage-cyfs-

fra mework/clnanges~to~the~ea r!q~qears~1Coundation~stag;e~e t/pcsqcramework



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework

F]aybascd l__caming

Jn Litt‘c E_xPlorcrs children learn 1argcly tlwrough child initiated activities and Plag~

based cxPcricnccs. Sta)CF carcFu“y Plan indoor and outdoor Provision to caPturc
your child’s imagination, promote inchcndcnt lcarning and encourage interactions

with peers across a range of contexts.

~r{-lc:rc: are carpct sessions timetabled tEroughout the dag where the children come
togcthcr to learn about songs, rhgmcs, stories as well as undcrstancling of the world
and cxPrcssivc arts and dcsign. Focussed activities are then Planncd to Providc the

‘next 5tcPs’ to 5uPPort your child’s progress and dcvc]opmcnt.

Similar to the basclinc, staff will dedicate time to obscwing your child as thcy P[ag,

interact, Problém—-solvc and choose their own activities.
Areas of continuous Provision include:

(onstruction
Watcr

Flay Dough
Creative
Sand
Outdoors
Ro]c—ﬂag
Small-World
ICT

Li brarg




Wow Momcnts

At Car]ingl'low Acaclemy we like to work in Partncrship with parents and we

encourage you to take an active role in your child’s education.

We love hcaring about the exciting exPcricnces your child has outside of Nurscry,
including sPccial visits and outings as well as day to dag activities such as sharing a

book at bedtime, lcarning to ride a bike, Playing a game, visiting {:amily etc...

WOW inPs are available from the Littlc E_xplorcrs members of staff.

Whatever the \Weather!

Part of our curriculum in Littic Explorcrs is ‘Undcrstanding the World, so Plcasc be

aware that we like to Play out in all weathers!

Childrcn absolutclg love cxploring their natural environment and what better way to

do this than to cxpcrfcncc the changing seasons first hand?

During the wet months we ask that you Proviclc your child with a hoodecl, watchroch

coat, a Pair of wellies and a spare Pair of socks.

We also like to get hands-on so Picasc be aware that, on occasion, your child’s

clothing might not be as clean as when theg first came to school in the morning!

Wherever Possiblc we will Proviclc children with aprons but we ask you to understand
that children gcncrauy have a way of gctting messy no matter what and if it's only a
little bit of dirt or Paint it should come out in the wash!




Sessions

AH ittle E_xplorcrs children are entitled to receive 1 5 funded hours.

}:rom ScPtcmbcr 2021, we will be omc{:cring the Following sessions:

E_verg Morning
E_vcry clay Mondag - Fric‘ay (8.+5am -1 T.+5am)

FParent FarticiPation

At Car]inghow Acaclcmy, we view your child’s education as a Partncrship between home
and school. In order for your child to reach their full Potcntial itis imPortant that we work as
a team. At the bcginning of the schoo] year, Parcnts are asked to sign a contract; Thc
Car]inghow Acaclcmy Homc/Acaclcm3 Agrccmcnt. This identifies what we will do
togcthcr, what we as staff will do, what we cxPcct you as Parcnts to do and Fina“y what we

ask of the children. A copy of the agreement terms can be found on the last page of this
booklet.

Seesaw

At Car]inghowAcaclcmg we use an app called Sccsaw throughout school as an interactive
icarning Platmcorm. ]t isa simplc way for teachers and Pupils to record and share what's
haPPcning in the classroom. Seesaw gives Pupils a Placc to document their lcaming, be
creative and learn how to use tcchnologg. [ ach child gets their own onlfncjournal which
follows them up through school. Childrcn are cncouragcd to take owncrship of their
1carning, t]—;cg and will add and create Photos, videos, drawings, or Prcscnta’cions
inclcPcnc!cntng When there are new Seesaw posts, families can be notified via app
notification, email or SMS. FParents are only notified about their own child’s work, and all
data is safe and secure. Seesaw is also used to share letters and imPortant information with

Parcnts.




Rcacling

Keading at home is THE best way you can support your child’s lcarning!
Wc encourage you to share books E_VE_KY nigl'lt whether thcy are home rcading books or
Picturc books.
Sharing books has sig,nhcicant benefits including:
° E_rjoymcnt

5trcngt|—1c:ning bonds between parent and child

]mProving sPcal(ing and listening skills

Fromoting alove of rcading

Giving your child the best start to their education

School | ibrary and Story Sharing

Oncc you have signcd a librarb\ agreement, your child may borrow books from our

school m)rary. Throughout the yearwe will offer story sharing sessions where

Parcnts/ carers are invited into class to share stories with children.

Texts

]n order to lcccP our Parcnts uPdatcd with school life and any last minute changes such as
closure due to snow we use a tcxt/cmail service called ‘Groupca"’ which will send a text to

mobile Phoncs or an email chcnding on the urgency of the message.

Fa rcntPa Yy

Wc use an electronic Paymcnt system ‘Farcnt Fag’ - where Parcnts can pay for school

dinners and triPs online. Once your child has started school you will receive information on

registration.




Snacks

At Car]ing]’xow Acadcmy we strive to promote a hcalt]‘ly Ii{:cstgle. Children are offered
Frcsh or clricc] {:ruit and vcgctab]cs, Providcd by a govcrnmcnt scheme to encourage chilclrcn
to eat five a day. This includes a different choice each day e.g banana, carrot, pear, aPPlc
or orange. Cl'n'ldrcn are encouragecl to Pccl their own fruit to assist their scl)c-lwelp skills.

Milk

Milk is available to all children in Foundation Stagc, including Little E_xPlorcrs. Forall our
under 5's this is free. Carlinghow Acadcmy will automatically register your child to receive
school milk each clag.

Water

C]’ii]drcn are éncouragcd to drink water to kccp well hgdratcd duﬁng the schoo] day. To
promote a hcaltl—wg lilccstylc this must be water and notjuicc. Please can you Providc your

child with a named water bottle for this purpose.

. '?‘. '
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School (Jniform

Grcy skirt/ trousers
B‘ue sweatshirt / cardigan (idcally with the Carlinghow Acadcmy Iogo)
White Polo shirt
Tie (oPtionaI in Litt]c E_xplorcrs)
black shoes ~ no boots Plcasc
|n the summer, many girls wear blue/ white check dresses.
All children may wear grey shorts in warm weather.
C]wildren should not come to school wearing fashion trainers,jeans, traclcsuits, sportswear
or beachwear.

Please ensure all items of uniform are clcarly labelled with your child’s name.

chPing informed

T o ensure parents are kcpt informed of up and coming events, a calendar on our website
shows all our cliary events. \We also Publish all letters which are sent home on our wcbsitc, SO

it is worth chccking ourweb page at rcgular intervals to kccp yourscl)c informed.

Qctting in touch

Carlinghow Academy
[ aland Road
Batley
WEi17sHT
01924326371
office@carlinghowacademy.org.uk




FrcParation

Mang Parcnts ask wl—lat we want childrcn to do before tf'»cy come to Littlc E_xPlorcrs.

W]’li]st rcading, writing and maths are imPortant areas of lcarning, plcasc remember thatin
Littlc E_xPlorcrs tl—lcy only form part of the curriculum. Hereisa list of ways that you can
suPPort your childs Ieaming at home:

Kead books

Ma»éc up stories

5ing songs

Dance to music

[nsist on gooc/ manners

7 each your child how to dress themselves (inc/ud’ing
fastcnfng their coats)

General /Zygfc:nc 6}7c/uding wa5/7ing hands)

f"/ca/t/{y choices
Junk moc/c///}vg
. /ay a’oug/;

[ xercise

Gc t outdoors

C ounting ogccts
Mar£ making

We /ropc that you have found the information in this éook/ct/;c/pfu[

/2 you have any c]ucsb'ons or concermns, }D/casc do not hesitate to contact the school office or

arrange a meeting with a member of statt

Wc look forward to the year ahead getting to know gyou and your child!




Building a Partncrslnip between [Jome and
the Acac]cmy

TOGETHER WE WILL:

HCIP our children to feel l-'aPPH’ confident and valued at Carhnghow Acadcmy

Fromote inthem a clear unc]erstancllng of goocl manners and I‘Igl‘lt and wrong.

Share common exPectations to enable everyone to reach their maximum Potentia|.

(reate a safe and secure environment where our children can flourish.

[ stablish open and resPechCul communication between all members of T he Academg community.
Devclop a shared understanding of the behaviour Policg exPcctations.

Celebrate sl’lare and Pralse SUcCcesses.

TH EACADEMY STAFF WILL:

o  \Work within all policies, values, aims and visions set by the (Governors.
® [rovide an open and welcoming environment where you and your child will feel valued.
® Recognise and build on your child’s unique strengths.
Set accurate and helpful targets for you and your child to work on.
Keep you informed of your child’s progress and offer encouragement and support.
Be available to discuss your child’s progress formally annually and informally by mutual arrangement.
[" ndeavour to arrange Academy events and meetings to meet the needs of families.

I” nsure rcsPcctFuI communication bg Provic{ing aPProPriatc lines of communication which are

acccssible, rcgular and considered.

e [ave available on request information about the comP|afnts Proccdurc.

INRETURNWE ASK THAT FARENTS:

®  Support and respect the Academy’s policies, values, aim and visions.

®  Support the staff in their care and education of your child.

® [ nsure that your child is Punctual and attends | he Academy regularly.
Awvoid taking holidays during term time.
Attend and support Academy events, meetings and celebrations wherever possible.
(reate a sense of belonging by ensuring children wear the requested Academy uniform.
[Cnsure respectful communication by liaising with the appropriate Academy Staff.

®  Notify the Academy of any changes of circumstances that might affect the child,

o | ctuswork togcthcr to make our Partners]ﬁip one of confidence, enthusiasm and respect.

INRETURNWE ASK THAT CHILDREN:

(] Take care of everyone and evergthing so that:

The Acaclemg isa haPPH Place, we can all learn, noboclg gets hurt, we are all safe, nothing
gets sPoi[t or lost. And we take care of ourselves so that we can stay fit and hca]thy.
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