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Frincipal’s Welcome

| wo uld like to welcome youto Ca rlingl'\ow Acadcmb\.

I I’IOPC thatgoufind this booklet intcrcstingand full of all the imcormationgou need to know
about your child sta rting school.

] Firm]g believe that in order to Provide the best outcomes for childre n, education must be
seen as ateam effort between the tcachcrs, the schoolas a wholc, the Parcnt and the child,
and therefore | extend a warm welcome to you and your families and look forward to securing

a I‘)EPPH a l’ld SUCCCSS‘FUI working Partncrship.

|f thereis anything that you are not sure about, or you have any qucstio nsthatthis booklet

or our website does not answer, Plcasc don't hesitate to contact us and we will tryto answer
yourquery.
Miss D Wo rthington, Frincipal




fSchooFT?mcs

T]’IC belli Is rung at 8. 50 am cac}» mormng and the cl—u dren lmc up inthe Playground outside
their classroom.
Thcy are collected by their teachers and bro ught into school.
Ang messages can be Passcd onto teachers hcrc, inciuding changcs to collection
arrangements.

T o maximise the sa{:cty of all children, the gates to the back of the school are locked at 9.00
am eachmo ming, Ang late arrivals need to come into school th rougl'w the main entrance door.
At home time the gates situated at the side of the school are are oPcnccl at 2.50 pm and
childrenwillbeletout of class at 3.00 Pm.Tl—»c children are released onlg to a known adult
fromthe chcption conservatory doors.

The barn'crlcac]ing to the carPark remains down. ]Fgou have a disabilitb\ badgc, and

therefore use the staff car Parl<, access willbe given thro ugh the main entrance.

/\bsences

Flcasc notimcy school if your childisill, either bg tclcphonc or bg anotheradultin person in
the moming; bg?.}Oam on01924 326371.
Wc will contact you if we have not heard from you bg this time.
Sickness~48 hour rule ~if your childis suFFcringFrom sickness or diarrthoea they need to be

clcar of sym Ptoms for48 ho urs bcmcorc rctuming to scho ol.

r1ohdays

You will find a list of nextyear’s term dates in Hourwclcomc pa k. T erm time dates are
Pub lished inthe Acadcmg Newsletter car|3 inthe acadcmicycarand are also on the
website. T he Frincipal may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
cxccptional circumstances. [ or full details of ourattendance Policy Plca se visit the

Acac]cmy website.




Smooth | ransition

Starl:ing in chcption is an exciting time but we also aPPrcciatc thatit can bn’ng with it
Fcclings ofwo my and anxiety forboth children and Parcnts/carcrs. In ligf'at of this, we

stro nglg believe that successful tra nsition bcgins bb‘ bu ilding strongre latio nsl'wiPs between
the stag':, the child and theirfamilies.

We aim to achieve this by:

Kunninga staggcrcc] start du ring the first week of the new school yearin
ScPtcmber. Reception staff will confirm with you what clags your child will attend.
This will allow staff more time to getto know your child and it will also be an
oPPortunity to hclp settle children who may feel less confident orwho may feel

overwhelmedina largcrgroup.

] nviting children in for a transition visit where thcg can sPcnd the morning getting to
know theirnew teachers and peers. -(,Irncortunatcly we are unable to offer this this

year dueto Covid— 19 and Govc mmcntGuidancc.

Carrgingouta doorstcp visit for children who are new to CarlinghowAcadcmg.
Two members of staff will visit your child at home. During this visit staffwill spend
yo s P
time ta"dng toyo urself and yourchi]d and thcy will observe how your child
Plags/intcracts in a familiar environment. The staff will find out about your childs
interests and likes so that t]—;cg can prepare the classroom environment to

accommodate these. | his ensures your childfeels as settled as Possibic.
5Pcnding the first 4 weeks carrying out baseline assessments in school.

Al[o cating your childa keb\ workerso thcg canform a close relations l—n'P witha

familiar adult.

haring assessment information through reports, parents’ evenings and an online
3 ghrep P =S

lea rningjourncy.




A TyPica] School Dag

8:50 Tl‘\c schoolbell rngs, the children line up outside their doorand are met by the

teachers. (Children are enco uragcd to come into the class on their own and put away their

coats and bookbags indcpcndentlg. Thc children then co mP!ete a moming task.

9:00 Register
9:10 Assembly
9:30 Englisl—r Session -~ gro upecl carpet sessions.

9:45 | he children are able to cxPlorc & P!ag bothinside and outwith a range of resources
and activities. A]Cocuscd adult-ded Eﬂglish or Maths activitg will be set up which all children
will comPlete at some Point in the mo rmning session.

1 1:00 Phonics Session — small group carpet session.

1 1.30] unch T ime. Children have lunch and Plag outside when thcy have finished.
12:30 Afternoon Registration and Maths Session — small group carpet session.

1.00 Leaming Thro ugh Flay + [Tocus Task Time -The children are able to exPlore & Pl89
bothinside and out. A focused adult-led investigation orcreative activity will be set up
which all children will complete at some Poin’c in the afteroon session.

I4:30 5tor9 T ime
1445 (sreen | eam | ime
15:00 Farents collect children at the doorofthe classroom.




Baseline Assessment

When 3ourc|1i|cl starts in RcccP’cion class, theirteachers will sPcnd the first4 weeks getting
to know them tl'xrough the RcoePtion Baselinc Assessment. | he RecePtion Basc‘ine

A ssessment (KBA) is a short, task-based assessment of your child’s car13 litera cy,
communication, languagc and mathematics skills when tl—lcy bcgin school. ]t is statutory forall
schoolsfrom Scptcmb er2021. Yourch ld does notneed to prepare. Thcrc is no pass

marlc orscore ancl 30 ur C["Hld SI"IOUlCl not rcalisc tl’lcy’rc cloingan assessment.,

Teachers will capture the baseline assessment through:
Ob servations of children’s Plag and interactions
Hanncd activities in Provision

SPcaking to parents and carers

H ome visits

Discussions with Prcvious settings

C]'n'ldrcn will only be assessed when thcg are &isplayinghigh levels of involvement and well-
b eingas we recognise thatthe most impo rtantjob at the start of the 3caris to ensure that

yo urchild makes a haPPH and settled transition to school.

Duringtl‘ris time we will support children to establish Positivc rclations]'iiPs, understand

classroom routines and become familiar with the adults in their class.

Once baseline assessments have been co mplctcd, teachers will use this information to Plan
fo rexciting lcarning opportunities and provision thatare matched to the interests and
abilities of all children. Forthis reason, itis imPortant that you share as much information
with your child’s teacheras Possiblc: cspcciallg about your child's interests and the things
that excite them.

More information about the RB5A can be found at

https,//www.gov.uk/guidance/reception-baseline-assessment-information-for-parents



https://www.gov.uk/guidance/reception-baseline-assessment-information-for-parents

(_urriculum

E a r{g Years Ou tcomes 6cPtcméer2 o217 )
Thro ugho utthe year childrer’s progress is reviewed against the Eaﬂg Years Outcomes

and at the end of reception children are assessed against cach ofthe 17 Ear]g Leaming
(Goals. The Characteristics of [~ ffective Teaching and Leaming describe key

dispositions which P]ag acentral role in your child beco ming an effective learner. Theg form

the basis of transition discussions as children move from nursery to recePtion and thenfrom

recePtion to Y.
Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning
Playing and Exploring
Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go'.

Active Learning
Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements.

Creating and Thinking Critically
Children have and dewelop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and dewelop strategies for doing things.

Areas of Learning and Development Aspect

Prime Areas
Communication and Language Listening and attention
Speaking

Personal, Social and Emotional Development Self — regulation
Managing self
Building relationships
Physical Development Gross Motor Skills
Fine Motor Skills

Specific Areas
Literacy Comprehension
Word reading
Writing
Mathematics Number

Numerical Patterns
Understanding the World Past and Present

People, Culture and Communities
The Natural World

Expressive Arts and Design Creating with Materials

Being Imaginative and Expressive

Further informationaboutthe E_ar]g Leaming Goals (ELGS) can be foundon the
Fo”owing website: https://www.zov.uk/go vemment/Publicatio ns/changes~to~the~ear{q~

yea rs-Foundatio n~stage~cqxcs~1cramcwo rk/chans{cs~to~the~ea rlq~qea rs-foundation-sta ge-~

C(/HCS—F!"a mewo r!(



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework

Fla g~Bascd | ea rning

In Kcocption childrenleam ]argc]g th rougfﬂ child initiated activities and Piag—bascd

cxpcn’c nces. Stag carcmcuﬂy P]an indoorand outdoor Provision to capture your

child's imagination, promote indcpcndcnt leamn ing and encourage interactions with

peersacrossa range o{: contexts.

Thereare carpet sessions timetabled thro ughout the clay where the children come
togctl—lcr toleam Phonics, Litcracy and Maths, as wellas Ur!dcrstancling the World
and ExP ressive Arts and Dcsign. ]:o cussed activities are then Plan ned to Proviclc
the ‘next steps’ to support your child’s progress and devclopmc nt.

Similarto the basclinc, staff will dedicate time to obscrvingyour child as tl—rcy Plag,

interact, pro blem-solve and choose their own activities.
A\reas of continuous Provision include:

Co nstruction
Water

Play Dough
Creative
Sand

O utdoors
Role-Plag
Small-World
ICT

Lib rary

T ransient Art
Mathematics
Mark Making




Wow Momcnts

At CarlinghowAcac]cmg we like to workin partne rshiP with parents and we

encourage youto take an active role in your child’s education.

We love I-lcaring about the exciting cxpcricn ces your child has outside of school,
inclu ding spccial visits and outings as well as &ag to dag activities such as sl'waring a

book at bedtime, Lcarning toride abike, P]ab\ing a game, visiting Familg etc..

Yourchild’s class teacher will have ‘wow slips’ available 'Foryou to share your child’s

WOW moments.

Whatever the Weather!

Part of ourcurrculumin reception is U ndcrstancling the Wo dd’, so Plcase be aware
that we like to P133 out in all weathers!

CBildrcn absolutclg love cxPloring theirnatural environment and what bcttcrway to

do this thanto expe rience the changing seasons first hand?

D uring the wet months we ask that you Providc Hourchild with a hooded, waterpro of

coat,a Pair of wellies and a spare Pair of socks.

We alsolike to get hands-on so Plcase be aware that, on occasion, your child’s

c]othing miglwt not be as clean as when theg first came to schoolin the morning!

Wherever Possib le we will Providc children with aprons but we ask youto understand
that children gene ra"g have a way oFgcttingmcssg no matterwhat and if it’s only a
little bit of dirt or Paint it should come out in the wash!




Read;i ng

Kcading athomeis | HE best way you can support your child’s lcamingl
Wc encourage you to share books E\/EKY nig[-rt whcthcrthcg are home rcading books or
Pict ure books.
5haring books has signhcicant benefits including:
. Enjoy ment
o Stre ngthcning bonds between parent and child
o | mProving spcakinganc] listcning skills
e Pro moting a love of reacling

Giving your child the best start to their education

5choo| | ibrary and Story Sharing

Once you have signccl a library agreement, your child may borrowbooks from our school

lib rary. Thro ugho utthe yearwe will offer story sf')an'ng sessions where Parents/carc rsare

invited into class to share stories with children.

[Home Reading

Once children are confident to segment and blend sounds for reading simplc words thcy will

startto bring home rcading books with text. Flcasc support 3ourc|—|ild to read these books
at home or encourage other Famﬂy members, like older sib[ings or aunts/undles, to get
involved. Chi]clrcn will also bn’ng homea rcac]ing logwhich should be filled in every time your
child reads.
Wc encourage chilc]rcn to sound out words (scgmcnting) and then ‘blend the sounds

to gctl—:cr and children are taugl—ut to read some words automaticauy without the need for

s0 unding out (Tﬁcky Words).

Dont Forgct that sharing booksis notjust about rcading the words, it isjust as importantto

t:nj oy time discussing the story, characters and illu strations, and ch ildren love linking stories

to thcir own CXPCI"iC nces.

As well as rcading books your child will also bring home letter cards and Triclcg Words to

]carn at sPccd.




Reading (_ontinued...

| eamingto Read — Read Write |nc.
At Car‘linghow Acadcmg we teach children how to read through the Phonics scheme Read

Write |nc. ]n Phonics sessions, children learn how to ‘read’ the sounds in words and how
those sounds can be written down. T his is essential for reacling, butitalso helps children
learnto spc” well. We teach the children simplc ways of rcmcmbcring these sounds and
letters. The children also Practisc rcading (and spc“ing) what we call ‘tricky words?, such as
I, ‘you’ and ‘said’. T he children Practisc their rcacling with books that match the Pho nics
and the ‘triclty words’ thcy know.

Thc teachers read to the childrcn, too, so the children getto know all sorts of sto ries,
poetry and information books. TI"C{j learn many more wo rds this way and it also hclps their

writing, T[—nroughout the year we will welcome in to school to watch your children lcarning

Phonics and givc youmore information about how we teach Phonics.

Parent[a rticiPation

At Carlingl'low Acaclcmg, we view 3ourchi1c]’s educationas a pa rtncrshiP between home
and school. ]n orc]crwcorgo ur child to reach their full Potcntial itis imPorta ntthatwe work as
ateam. At the bcginning of the school year, parents are asked to sign a contract; The

Ca r‘inghow Acade my Home/Aca dcmg Agrccm ent. | his identifies what we will do
together, what we as staff will do, what we exPect you as pare nts to do and fin a"y whatwe
ask of the children. A copy of the agreementterms can be found on the last page of this
booklet. We hold rcgularwholc school events which the children rca"y cnjoy and we
encourage families to be involved; high]igkts include the [Halloween disco and Summer

Tcxts

] n orderto ke ep ourpare nts updatcd with school life and any last minute changcs such as

Fa yre.

closure due to snow we use a text/em ail service called ‘Gro uPca“’ which will send a text to

mobile Pl'xoncs or an email chcnclingon the urgency of the message.




< ) cCCsaw
At the Carlinghow Acadcmy we use anapp called Sccsaw throughou’c 5c|—|oo| as an

interactive lcarning PlatFonTl. ltis a simPlc way forteachers and Pupils to record and share
what's l'waPPcning in the classroom. Seesaw gives PuPils a Placc to document their Icaming,
be creative and leam how to use technologg. Each child gets theirown onlincjo urmal which
follows them up through school. Childrcn areen couragcd to take owncrship of their

lea rning, thcy and will add and create Photos, videos, drawings, or Prcscntations
indcpcndcntlg. When there are new Seesaw posts, families can be notified via app
notification, ema il orSMS. Parents are only notified about their own child’s work, and all
datais safe and secure.

Seesawisalso used to share letters and im portant information from school.

Farcnt f’ag

Wc use an electronic Pagmcnt 535tcm ‘Farcnt Fag’ -where pare ntscan pay for 5&100]
dinners and triPs online. Once gourchild has started school you will receive information on

reg istration.

School Dinners

Dinnersare frcshly cooked in ourown kitchens. We offer choices each dag, inclucling a

vegetarian oPtion and the menus rotate overa two week cgcle. Fresh fruit and bread are

always availablc, along with waterto drink. Menus are c[nangcd se asonaug and information is
sent home for you and yourchild to choose their lunch. ]f‘gour child has any spccimcic clictarg
rcquircmcnts Plcasc let us know so that we can tallor a menu to suit your needs. A” PuPils in

reception, year | and yearlin state4funded schools in E_ngland are cligiblc for(J niversal

School Mcals.
Wa ter

Childrcn are encou ragcd to drink water to kccp well hgdr‘atcc] d uring the school dag. To
promotea hcalthy hlccstglc this mustbe water and not juicc.




Milk
Milk is available to all children in Foundation .Stagc and Kcy Stagc 1. Forallourunder

5's this is free. Carli nghow Acadcmy will automatica”y register 3ourchild to receive school
milk each clag. When children reach theirfifth birthdag t]'\cb\ can continue to receive milk

scheme ForaPProximatelb\ £15 per term,

Snacks

At Carlingl'\ow Academ ywestrive to promotea hcalthy lifcstyic. Children are offered
fresh or dried fruit and vcgctablcs, Proviclcd by a government scheme to enco urage children

to eatfive a day.This includes a different choice each day eg banana, carrot, pear, aPPlc

ororange. Children are cncouragcd to Pccl their own fruit to assist theirself-h cIP skills.

School (Jniform

Grcg skirt / trousers
Bluc sweatshirt / cardigan (ic]cau Y with the Carlinghow Acadcm3 Iogo)
White cotton shirt
Blu c/Grcg stﬁpcd tie
Blac‘c shoes - no boots P]casc
l n the summer, many girls wear bluc/whitc check dresses.

A” children may wear grey shorts in warm weather

FE uniform
White t-shirt

Navy shorts
Black pumps
PE_kit to be kcpt ina named pump bag.
Ch ildren should not come to school wcaringf:ashion traincrs,jcan s, tracksuits, sportswear
orbeachwear.

Flcasc ensure all items of uniform are clcarly [abelled with your child’s name.
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Kc¢ng|mCorm¢d
T o ensure parents are kcpt informed of up and coming events, a calendaron ourwebsite

shows allour dfarg events. Wc also Publish allletters which are sent home on ourwcbsitc, %o

it is worth cl'xccking ourweb page at rcgular inte rvals to kccP 3oursc|)c informed.

Breauast club

To ensure your childhasa great start to the clag our dedicated staff oPcratc a Brcakpast

C]ub foro urp quis. Chilclrcn can choose from a variety of breakfast oPtions aswellas c]ailg

activities. | his club starts at 8am each school moming, F]accs are limited and mustbe

booked Pﬁorto attcnding.

FrePa ration

Ma ny Parcnts ask what we want children todo before thcy come to school.
Here are the things which hclp to make the school day and routines simPLcr:

o ] can use the toilet all by mysclf
| can ziP up and fasten my coat
| can dress myscl)cand changc forPE
] can wash and drg my hands & face
] can use a knife & fork
] can Put onmy own shoes and Fastcn them
] can write my name.

] can countto 10.




Building a Partncrship between [Jome and
the Acacicmg

TOGETHER WE WILL:

HCIP our childrento feel ["laPPy, confidentand valued atCarlmghow Acaclemy

Promoteinthem a clear uncierstanclmgmC good manners and rlghtand wrong,

Share common cxpcctations to enable everyone to reach their maximum Potential.

(reate a safe and secure environmentwhere our children can flourish.

E_stabhsh open and resPectFul communication between allmembers oFThe Academg communitg.
Devclop ashared unc{crstandingoF the behaviour Po|ic3 exPectations.

Cclebrate s]'warc aﬂd PraiSC SUCCESSES.

TH C ACADEMYSTAFFWILL:

Workwithin all policies, values, aims and visions set by the (Governors.

Provide an openand welcomingenvironmentwhere you and your child will feelvalued.

Recognise and build on your child’s unique strengths.

Setaccurate and helpful targets for you and your child to work on.

Keep youinformedof your child’s progress and offerencouragementand support.

Be available to discuss your child’s progress formallyannuallyand inf ormally by mutual arrangement.
[ ndeavourto arrange Academy events and meetings to meetthe needs of families.

I~ nsure resPectFul communication 59 ProvidingaPProPriatc lines of communication which are

accessible, regu|ar and considered.

[Have available on requestimcormation aboutthe comPlaints Proceclu re.

INRETURNWE ASK THATFARENTS:

Supportand respectthe Academy’s policies, values, aim and visions.

Supportthe staff intheir care and education of your child.

[C_nsure that your child is punctual and attends The Academy regularly.

Avoid taking holidays duringterm time.

Attend and support Academy events, meetings and celebrations wherever possible.
(Create a sense of belongingby ensuringchildren wear the requested Academy uniform.
[ nsurerespectful communication by liaisingwith the appropriate Academy Staff.
Notif y the Academy of any changes of circumstances that might affectthe child.

Let us worktogether to make our Partnership one of comcic{ence, enthusiasm and resPect.

INRETURNWE ASK THAT CHILDREN:

Take care of everyone and evergthingso that:

Thc Acaclcmg isa [-nappy Place, we can all Icam, nobocly gets hurt, we are all 5a1cc, nothing
gets spoilt orlost and we take care of ourselves so that we can stay fitand hca]tl‘ly.
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Qcttingin touch

Carlinghow Aca&cmg
[ aland Road
Batleg
WIi7sHT
01924326371
ogice@carlinghowacaclemg.org.uk




