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Frincipal’s Welcome

] would like to welcome youto Ca rlinghow Acadcmy.

I hopc thatgou find this booklet interesting and full of all the information you need to know
about your child sta rting Nurscry.

| Firm]y believe that in order to Providc the best outcomes for childre n, education must be
seen as ateam effort between the tcachcrs, the school as a wholc, the Parcnt and the chilcl,
and therefore | extend a warm welcome to you and your families and look forward to securing

a l‘rappy a nd SUCCCSS‘FUI working Partncrship.

|f thereis anything that you are not sure about, or you have any clucstio nsthatthis booklet
or our website does not answer, Plcasc don't hesitate to contact us and we will try to answer
yourquery.

Miss D Wo rthington, FrinciPal




Smooth | ransition

,5tarting Nurscry is an exciting time but we also aPPrcciatc thatit can bring with it Fcc]ings
of worry and anxiety forboth children and Parcnts/carcrs. In light of this, we strong]g

b elieve that successful transition begins bg building strong relatio nshiPs between the staff,
the child and their families.

We aim to achieve this by:

]nviting children in for transition visits where thcy can sPcnd time gctting to know their
new teachers and peers ~ this will l-nappcn W B gth Scptcmbcr, the week before

your child starts theirnormal hours.

Ca rrying outa ‘doorstcP’ visit for children who are new where 2 members of staff will
visit yo urchild at home. During this visit staff will spcnd time ta”dng toyo urself and
your child and thcg will observe how Bourcl'n’ld Plays/intcracts inafamiliar
environment. | he staff will find out about your child’s interests and likes so that thcg
can prepare the classroom environment to accommodate thcsc,This ensures your

childfeels as settled as Possiblc.
Spcnding the first 4 weeks carrying out baseline assessments in school.

Al[o cating your chida kcg worker so they can form a close relations hiP witha

familiar adult.

SEaring assessment information through reports, parents’ evenings and an online

lea rningjourncy.




Base]inc Assessment

When 3ourc|1ilc'] starts in Nursery, theirteachers will sPcnd the first4 weeks getting
to know them through a baseline assessment. The baseline assessmentbuilds a
‘Picturc’ of your child looking at: well-b eing, characteristics of effective lcaming,

Primc areas and 5Pcchcic areas.

Tcachc rs will caPturc the baseline assessment th rough:
Ob servations of children’s Plag and interactions
Planned activities in Provision

SPcaking to parents and carers

H ome visits

Discussions with Prcvious settings

Children will only be assessed when thcy are displaying I—»igl—» levels of involvement
and wcﬂ—bcing as we recognise that the most imPortantjob at the start of the yearis
to ensure that your child makes a happg and settled transition into Nurscry,

D uring this time we will support children to establish po sitive rclationships,

understand routines and become familiar with the adultsin N ursery.

Oncc ch ildren are happg and settled at Nurscrg the staff canthenuse the
information from the baseline assessments to carcmcuug P]an and prepare an engaging
and stimulatfng [carning environment filled with exciting opportunities for your child to
Play, interact,learn and cxplorc. Forthisreason, itis important that you share as
much information with your child’s teacher as poss ible: cspccially about your child’s

interests and the things that excite them.




(_urriculum

InN ursery the children he!P to decide the curriculum. Our curriculum is flexible in orderto caterfor

the needs and interests of the children within the settingancl is P!a nned in response to childrers

individual next steps in]earning. When children are engaged and excited they learn best, sowe
encourage youto share with 3ourchild’s keg worker the things that theg love cioingand are

interestedin...

E arly Years Outcomes (September2021)
T hro ugl‘xo ut the 3earchi]&re n's progress is reviewed against the [ a rlg Yea rsOutcomes. Cl‘ﬁlc{rcn

who are working within ‘tgpica!’ expectations forN ursery will be working within the 3 and 4~gearo]cls’
sectionoreachof the Areas ogDeveloPment The Characteristics of |~ ffective Learning describe

keg disPositions which P]ag acentralrolein your child becomingan effective learner.

Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning

Playing and Exploring

Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go'.

Active Learning

Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements.

Creating and Thinking Critically

Children have and dewelop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and dewelop strategies for doing things.

Areas of Learning and Development Aspect

Prime Areas
Communication and Language Listening and attention
Speaking

Personal, Social and Emotional Development Self — regulation
Managing self
Building relationships
Physical Development Gross Motor Skills
Fine Motor Skills

Specific Areas
Literacy Comprehension
Word reading
Writing
Mathematics Number

Numerical Patterns
Understanding the World Past and Present

People, Culture and Communities
The Natural World
Expressive Arts and Design Creating with Materials

Being Imaginative and Expressive

Further informationabout the |~ a rlg Years Qutcomescanbe found onthe Fo”owing website:
https,//www.gov.uk/government/publications /changes-to-the-carly-years-foundation-stage-cyfs-

framewo ri(/cha nges-t o-the-car] y-yea rs-foundation-sta g;c~cq{:s~1cra mework
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework

Fla g~Based | ea rning

] n N ursery, childrenleam ]argclg th rough child initiated activities and Play~bascd
cxpcn’c nces. Stag carcmcuﬂy P]an indoorand outdoor Provision to capture your
child's imagination, promote indcpcndcnt leamn ing and encourage interactions with

peersacrossa range of contexts.

Thereare carpet sessions timetabled thro ughout the day where the children come
togcthcr to leam about Phonics, Litcracg and Maths, as well as U ndcrstanc]ing the
Wo rld and E_xPrcssivc Artsand Dcsign. ]:ocusscd activities are then Planncd to
pro vide the ‘next steps’to support your child’s progress and dcvclopment

5imilarto the basclinc, staff will dedicate time to obscrvingyour child as tl—lcg Play,

interact, pro blem-solve and choose their own activities.

Areas of continuous Provision include:

C onstruction

Watcr

Play Dough
Crcativc
Sand

O utdoors
Role-Play
Small-World
ICT

Li brary




Wow Momcnts

At Carlinghow Acadcmg we like to workin partne rshiP with parents and we

encourage youto take an active role in your child’s education.
We love hcaring about the exciting cxpcricn ces your child has outside of Nurscry,
inclu ding sPccial visits and outings as wellas day to dag activities such as sharing a

book at bedtime, Lcaming toride abike, P]aging a gamc,visiting,lcamilg etc..

WOW slips are available in the Nurscrg entrance on the information board.

Whatever the Weather!

Part of our currculumin Nurscrg is‘( ndcrstanding the Wodd', so Plcasc be aware
that welike to Play out in all weathers!

Children absolutclg love cxploring their natural environment and what better way to

do this than to expe rience the changing seasons first hand?

D uring the wet months we ask that you Provic]e 3ourchild with a hooded, waterpro of

coat, a Pairomc welliesand a spare Pairomcsocks.

We alsolike to get hands-on so Plca se be aware that, on occasion, your child’s

clothing might not be as clean as when thcy first came to schoolin the mornirlg.l

Wherever Possib le we will Proviclc children with aprons but we ask youto understand
that children gcncra”y have a way o{:gcttingmcssy no matterwhat and if it’s only a
little bit of dirt or Paint it should come out in the wash!




Sessions

A” Nurscrg children are entitled to receive 15 funded hours and some children will be
entitled to receive 30 funded hours. ]Fyou would like to chcckyo ur entitlement Please visit

the 'Fo"owing website: www.ch ildcarcchoiccs,gov.uk

From ScPtcmbcr 2021, wewillbe of]ccn‘ng the Fo”owing sessions:

E_vcry Moming
E_vcry day Mondag-»]:ridag (8.45am ~ 11.45am)
Evcrg A{:tcrnoon
Evcry day Mondag—Fﬁday (12.1 Spm~3.1 5Pm)
]:irst part of the week
Mo nday all dag (8.+5am -~3.1 5Pm)
Tucsday a" day (8 A45am~>%.1 5Pm)
chncsday morning(8.+5am ~11.45am)

Sccond Part of the week
chncsday ( 12.1 5Pm~ 3.1 5Pm)
Thursclay (8.+5am -3.1 5Pm)
Fridag (8.+5 am—3.1 5Pm)

30 [Hours Funcling
Mo ndag - Fn’day (8.45am ~ 3.1 5Pm)

|f these hours are not suitable, come and talk to us and we will trytoacco mmodate you.

For any child staying overlunchtime thcg will incur a small additional chargc towards

s uPcrvisio ncosts.

Wc also offer Paid sessions to families who would like more than their 1 5 funded hours. Wc
offer comPctitivc rates and Placcs will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. Flcasc

req uest additional sessions thro ugh the school office.



http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/

FParent Farticipation

At CaﬂinghowAcadcmy, we view 9ourchild’s educationas a Parl:ncrship between home
and school.|n orc]cncoryour child to reach their full Potcntial itis imPortant thatwe workas
ateam. At the bcgi nning of the school year, parents are asked to signaco ntract; | he
Carlinghow Acadcmg Homq/Acadcmg Agrccmcnt.This identifies whatwe will do
togcthcr, what we as staff will do, what we cxpcct you as pare nts to do and fina“‘g whatwe

ask of the children. A copy of the agreementterms can be found on the last page of this
b oo‘clct.

Rcaciing

Rcading at homeis THE best way you can support your child's [camingl
Wc encourage you to share books E_VE_RY night w]'lcthcrthcy are home rcading books or
Pict ure books.

Sharingbooks has signhcicant benefits inciuding:
En_joy ment
Stre ngthcning bonds between parent and child
] mp roving spe aking and listcning skills

Pro moting a love of rcading

Giving your child the best start to their education




Seesaw

At Carlinghow Acadcmy weuseanapp called Seesaw thro ugl-»out school as aninteractive
lea rning Plahcorm. ltisa simplc way forteachers and Pupils to record and share what's
haPPcning inthe classroom.Sccsaw gives PuPils a Placc to document tlﬁcir]carning, be
creative and learmn how to use tcchno]ogg. [ ach child gets theirown onlinejoumal which
follows them up through school. Childrcn are en couragcd to take owncrship of their

lea rning, thcy and will add and create Photos, videos, drawings, or Prcscntations
indcpcnc‘]entlg. When there are new Seesaw posts, families can be notified via app
notification, ema il orSMS. Parents are only notified about their own child’s work, and all
datais safe and secure.

Seesawisalso used to share letters and im portant information with parents.

Tcxts

] n orderto ke ep ourpare nts updatcd with school life and any last minute changcs such as
closure due to snow we use a text/em ail service called ‘GrouPca”’ which will send a text to

mobi]e PI’IO!’ICS oran cmail dePcnc]ing on tl’]C urgcncy OF thc mcssagc.

Fa re ntpag

Wc use an electronic Paymcnt system ‘Farcnt Fay’ - where pare nts can pay for schoo]

dinners and triPs online. Onece yourchi]c] has started school you will receive information on

reg istration.




5nacl<5

At Car‘linghow Acadcmy we strive to promote a hcalthy lhccstylc. Childrcn are offered
fresh or dried fruit and vcgctablcs, Provic]cd by a government scheme to enco urage children
to eatfivea c]ay. T his includes a different choice each day eg banana, carrot, pear, aPPlc
or orange. Cl'n ldren are enco uraged to Pccl their own fruit to assist their se[mc—l'rclp skills.

Milk
MI”( is available to all childrenin Foundation Stagc and Kcy Stagc i. Fora" ourunder

5's this is free. Cardi ng]'iow Acadcmy wiﬂautomatica"g register yourchild to receive school
milk each dag.

Watcr

Cl'n'ldrcn are encou ragcd to drink water to kccP well hgdratcc] during the school dag. To
promotea hcalthg iimccstyic this mustbe water and notjuicc.

5(:}1001 Dinners

Dinners are Frcshly cooked in ourown kitchens. We offer choices each day, including a

vcgctarian option and the menus rotate overa two-week cyclc. ]:rcsh fruit and bread are
alwags availablc, along with waterto drink. Menus are changcd scasona"g and information is
sent home for you and yourcl—n'ld to choose their lunch. llcyour child has any sPcciFic clictary
requirements, Plcasc Jet us know so thatwe can tailora menu to suit your needs. You will
have the option to Pay Fora hot dinner if your child stays For1uncl1, or a]tcrnativcly youcan

send a Packcd funch for gourchild. Hcasc note that school dinners are Paic] forinadvance

each Monday.




School (Jniform

Grcy skirt / trousers
Blue sweatshirt / cardigan (idea”g with the Carlinghow Acadcmg lo go)
White Po[o shirt
Blue/ Grey Stripcd Tielo ptio nalin N ursery)
Blac‘c shoes - no boots Plcasc
|n the summer, many glr{s wear blu e/ white check dresses.
A” children may wear grey shorts in warm weather
Ch ildren should not come to school wearing fashion traincrs,jcan s, tracksuits, sportswear
orbeachwear.

Flcasc ensure all items of uniform are c(carlg labelled with your child’s name.

chpmg informed
To ensure Parcnts are kcpt informed of up and coming events, a calendaron ourwebsite

showsallour diary events. We also Publish allletters which are sent home on ourwcbsitc, so

it is worth chccking ourweb page at rcgu]ar intervals to kccp 3oursclmcimcorm ed.

Qcttingin touch

Carlingh ow Acade my
I aland Road

Batleg
WFi7sHT
01924326371
ogice@carlinghowaca&emg.org.uk
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FrePa ration

Ma ny Parcnts ask what we want childrcn to do before thcy come to Nurscry.

Whilst reading, writing, and maths are imPortant areas omc]earning, Piea se remember that in
N ursery thcg only form part of the curriculum. Hereis a list of ways that you can support

your child’s lcarning at home:

Keadbooks

Make up stories

Sin g 50Ngs5

Dance to music

[nsiston gooc/ manners

T each your child how to dress themselves (inc/ua’lhg fastcning theircoats)
General /ygfcnc th/udhg was/n'ng handss)

[ea /tﬁy choices

Junk mo a’c//ing

Play dough

o xercise

Gc t outdoors

Co unting o[jccts
Ma rk mah’rlg

We /70Pc t/:atyou have found the information in this book/ctﬁc#)fu[

/ f you have any qucstfons or concerns, P/casc do not hesitate to contact the school office or

arrange a meeting with a memberofstatt.

W e look forward to the ycaraﬁcad getting to know you an d sgourc/li/a{/




Building a Partncrship between [Jome and
the Acacicmg

TOGETHER WE WILL:

HCIP our childrento feel happy, confidentand valued atCarlmghow Acaclemy

Promoteinthem a clear uncierstanclmgmC good manners and rlghtand wrong,

Share common cxpcctations to enable everyone to reach their maximum Potential.

(reate a safe and secure environmentwhere our children can flourish.

E_stabhsh open and resPectFul communication between allmembers oFThe Academg communitg.
Devclop ashared unc{crstandingoF the behaviour Po|ic3 exPectations.

Cclebrate s]'warc aﬂd PraiSC SUCCESSES.

TH C ACADEMYSTAFFWILL:

Workwithin all policies, values, aims and visions set by the (Governors.

Provide an openand welcomingenvironmentwhere you and your child will feelvalued.

Recognise and build on your child’s unique strengths.

Setaccurate and helpful targets for youand your child to work on.

Keep youinformedof your child’s progress and offerencouragementand support.

Be available to discuss your child’s progress formallyannuallyand inf ormally by mutual arrangement.
[ ndeavourto arrange Academy events and meetings to meetthe needs of families.

I~ nsure resPectFul communication 59 ProvidingaPProPriatc lines of communication which are

accessible, regu|ar and considered.

[Have available on requestimcormation aboutthe comPlaints Procecl ure.

INRETURNWE ASK THATFARENTS:

Supportand respectthe Academy’s policies, values, aim and visions.

Supportthe staff intheir care and education of your child.

[C_nsure that your child is punctual and attends The Academy regularly.

Avoid taking holidays duringterm time.

Attend and support Academy events, meetings and celebrations wherever possible.
(Create a sense of belongingby ensuringchildren wear the requested Academy uniform.
[ nsurerespectful communication by liaisingwith the appropriate Academy Staff.
Notif y the Academy of any changes of circumstances that might affectthe child.

Let us worktogether to make our Partnership one of comcic{ence, enthusiasm and resPect.

INRETURNWE ASK THAT CHILDREN:

Take care of everyone and evergthingso that:

Thc Acaclcmg isa ['naPPy Place, we can all Icam, nobodg gets l'nurt, we are all 5a1cc, notl'\ing
gets spoilt orlost. Anc] we take care of ourselves so that we can stay fitand hcalt]wy.
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