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FrinciPal‘s Welcome

| would like to welcome you to Carlinghow Acadcmy.

] hopc that you find this booklet intcrcsting and full of all the information you need to know
about your child starting Nurscry.

] Firmly believe that in order to Providc the best outcomes for children, education must be
seen as a team effort between the tcachcrs, the school as a wl'\o]c, the Parcnt and the child,
and therefore | extend a warm welcome to you and your families and look forward to securing

a happg and successful working PartnershiP.

]F there is angthing that you are not sure about, or you have any qucstions that this booklet

or our website does not answer, Plcasc don't hesitate to contact us and we will try to answer
your query.
Miss D Worthington, Frincipal




Smooth | ransition

Starting Nurscrg is an exciting time but we also apprcciatc that it can bring with it Fcclings
of worry and anxictg for both children and Parcnts/carcrs. ln light of this, we stronglg
believe that successful transition bcgins by building strong rclationships between the staff,
the child and their families.

We aim to achieve this bg:

]nviting both 3our5clmcand your child to attend at least 2 transition sessions. You are
welcome to ‘stay and Play’ cluring the sessions to ]’IC[P your child feel settled and safe

whils’c thcg getto know their new teachers and environment.

Carrying out a home visit, whcrcby 2 members of staff will visit your child at home.
During this visit staff will 5Pcnc| time tau(ing to yourscl‘F and your child and thcy will
observe how your child Plays/intcracts in a familiar environment. T he staff will find
out about your child’s interests and likes so that thcy can prepare the classroom
environment to accommodate these. T his ensures your child feels as settled as

Possib]c.
5Pcnding the first 4 weeks carrying out baseline assessments in school.

A"ocating your child a kcy worker so thcy can form a close rclationship with a

familiar adult.

Sharing assessment information through reports, parents’ evenings and an online

lcarningjourncy,

Umcortunatclg, due to Covid-l 9, we are unable to complctc
home visits and offer stay and Plag sessions c]uring the Summer
T erm but we are aiming to comPlctc home visits from Scptcmbcr.
]t was Iovcly to meet you when we droPPccl off your welcome Pack

and we will l«:cP informed with further information in ScPtembcr.




Baseline Assessment

When your child starts in Nurscry, their teachers will sPcnc] the first 4 weeks getting
to know them t]'lrough a baseline assessment. T]"IC baseline assessment builds a
‘Picturc’ of your child ]ooking at: wcll-bcing, characteristics of effective Icaming,

Primc areas and sPcchcic areas.

Teachers will capture the baseline assessment through:
Observations of children’s Play and interactions
Planned activities in Prov?sion

Spcaking to parents and carers

[Home visits

Discussions with Prcvious settings

Children will on]g be assessed when thcy are displaging I‘ligh levels of involvement
and wc”-bcing as we recognise that the most imPortantjob at the start of the yearis
to ensure that your child makes a happg and settled transition into Nurscrg.

During this time we will support children to establish Positivc rclationships,

understand routines and become familiar with the adults in Nurscry.

Oncc children are happg and settled at Nurscrg the staff can then use the
information from the baseline assessments to carc{:uug Plan and prepare an engaging
and stimulating Jearning environment filled with exciti ng oPPortunitics for your child to
Plag, interact, learn and cxplorc. Forthis reason, itis imPortant that you share as
much information with your child’s teacher as Possib[c: csPccially about your child’s

interests and the things that excite them.




(urriculum

In Nurserg the children help to decide the curriculum. Jtis extreme]g flexible in order to cater

for the needs and interests of the children within the setting, and it is also P!annec{ in

response to children’s individual next stePs n leaming.

W!—\cn children are engaged and excited thcﬂ learn bcst, S50 we encourage you to share with

your child’s 1«29 worker the things that they love cloing/are interested in...

Ear/y Ycars Outcomcs

Throughout the year children’s progress is reviewed against the E_ar]g Years Qutcomes.

Children who are working within ‘tgpica]’ exPectations for Nurscrg will be working within the

’50-50 months’ dcve!opment bands.

Characteristics of Effective Learning

Playing and exploring - engagement

Finding out and exploring
Playing with what they know
Being willing to *have a go’

Area of Learning and
Development

Prime Areas

Aspect

Personal, Social and
Emotional Development

Making relationships

Self-confidence and self-awarsness

Managing feelings and behaviour

Active learning - motivation

Being involved and concentrating
Keeping trying
Enjoying achieving what they set out to do

Physical Development

Moving and handling

Health and self-care

Communication and Language

Listening and attention

Understanding

Speaking

Specific areas

Creating and thinking critically - thinking

Having their own ideas
Making links
Choosing ways to do things

Literacy

Reading

Wiriting

Mathematics

Numbers

Shape, space and measure

Understanding the World

People and communities

The world

Technology

Expressive Arts and Design

Exploring and using media and materials

Being imaginative

The Characteristics of |~ ffective Leaming describe keg dispositions which Plag a central

role in your child becoming an effective learner. Theg form the basis of transition

discussions as children move from nursery to rccePtion and then from recePtion to Y i.

Furt]ﬁcr information about the Early Learning Goals (ELGS) can be found on the

Fo”owing website:

https://www.qgov.uk/government/publications/eyfs-profile-exemplication-materials



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/eyfs-profile-exemplication-materials

F]ay~Bascc] Lcaming

Jn Nurscry children learn largclg through child initiated activities and Plag—bascc]
cxPcricnccs. 5ta1cF carcﬁj“y Plan indoor and outdoor Provision to capture your
child's imagination, promote inchcndent lcaming and encourage interactions with

peers across a range of contexts.

Thcrc are carpct sessions timetabled throughout the clag where the children come

togcthcrto learn about Phonics, litcracg and maths as well as undcrstanding the

world and exPrcssivc arts and design. Focussed activities are then Planned to

Providc the ‘next stcPs’ to suPPort your child’s progress and dcvclopmcnt.

Similar to the basclinc, staff will dedicate time to obscwing your child as thcy Play,

interact, Problcm—solvc and choose their own activities.
Areas of continuous Provision include:

Construction
Watcr

Play Dough
Creative
Sand
Outdoors
Ko]c—rlay
Small-World
ICT

Library




Wow Momcnts

At Carlinghow Acac]cmy we like to work in Partncrship with parents and we

encourage you to take an active role in your child’s education.
We love hcaring about the exciting cxpcn’cnccs your child has outside of Nurscry,
inclucling sPccia] visits and outings as well as clay to day activities such as s[-aaring a

book at bedtime, lcam?ng to ride a bike, Playing a game, visiting Familg etc...

WOW sliPs are available in the Nursery entrance on the information board.

W[‘uatcvcr the Wcat[ﬂcr!

Part of our curriculum in Nurscrg is ‘Undcrstanding the World’, so Plcasc be aware
that we like to Play out in all weathers!

Childrcn absolutcly love cxploring their natural environment and what better way to

do this than to cxPcricncc the changing seasons first hand?

During the wet months we ask that you Providc your child with a hoodcd, wa’cc:rlproomC

coat, a Pair of wellies and a spare Pair of socks.

We also like to get hands-on so please be aware that, on occasion, your child’s
g P Yy

clotl'iing might not be as clean as when t]')cg first came to school in the moming!

Wherever Possiblc we will Provide children with aprons but we ask you to understand
that children gcncra”g have a way of getting messy no matter what and if it’s on]g a
little bit of dirt or Paint it should come out in the wash!




Sessions

A” Nurscry children are entitled to receive 15 funded hours and some children will be
entitled to receive 30 funded hours. |f you would like to check your entitlement Plcasc visit

the Fo”owing website: www.childcarechoices.gov.uk

From ScPtcmbcr 2020, we will be omCFcring the Fo”owing sessions:

]_:__vcrg Moming
E_vcrg dag Mondag ~ Friday (845am~1145am)
E_vcrg A{:tcrnoon
E_vcry clay Mondag -~ l:riday (12.1 Spm-—3.1 5Pm)
First part of the week
Monday all c]ag (845am~3.1 5Pm)
Tucsdag all clag (8.+5am ~3.1 5Pm)
chncsday morning, (8.45am~11.45am)

Scconcl Part of the week
ch]ncsc]ag (l 2.1 5Pm ~3.1 5Pm)
Tlﬂursday (8.4-5am -~ 3.1 5Pm)
Friday (845am - 3.1 5Pm)

30 Hours ]:uncling
Monday - f:riclay (845am~3.1 5Pm)

]F these hours are not suitablc, come and talk to us and we will try to accommodate you.

For any child staying over lunchtime t]wcg will incur a small additional chargc towards

suPcn/ision costs.

We also offer Paid sessions to families who would like more than their 15 funded hours. We
offer comPctitivc rates and Placcs will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. Flcasc

request additional sessions through the school office.



http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/

FParent Farl:icipation

At Carlinghow Acadcmy, we view your child’s education as a Partncrship between home
and school. |n orderfor your child to reach their full Potcntia] itis imPortant that we work as
a team. At the bcginning of the school year, parents are asked to sign a contract; The
Car]ingl—!ow Acadcmg Homc/Acadcmg Agrccmcnt. T his identifies what we will do
togcthcr, what we as staff will do, what we cxPcct you as Parcnts to do and Fina”y what we
ask of the chilc]rcn. A copy of the agreement terms can be found on the last page of this
booklet. We hold rcgular whole school events which the children rcany cnjoy and we
encourage families to be involved; I—;igh[ights include the Halloween disco and Summer

Keac}ing

Kcading at home is THE best way you can suPPort your child’s lcarning!
We encourage you to share books FVERY night whether thcg are home rcac]ing books or

]:agrc.

Picturc books.
5haring books has signhcicant benefits includingz
° E_rjogmcnt
° 5trengthcning bonds between parent and child
° ]mProving 5Pcaking and listcning skills
Fromoting a love of rcac]ing
Giving your child the best start to their education

School | ibrary and Story Sharing

Once you have signccl a [ibrary agreement, your child may borrow books from our school

iibrarg, Throughout the yearwe will offer story shaﬁng sessions where Parcnts/carcrs are

invited into class to share stories with children.




5 ')CCSEIW
At the Car[inghowAcac]cmg we use an app called Sccsaw throughout school as an

interactive Icarning Platmcorm. ]t isa 5imPlc way forteachers and Pupils to record and share
what's happcning in the classroom. Seesaw gives Pupils a Placc to document their lcaming,
be creative and learn how to use tcchnology. [ ach child gets their own online joum al which
follows them up through school. Childrcn are cncouragcd to take owncrshiP of their
lcarning, thcy and will add and create Photos, videos, drawings, or Prcscntations
indcpcndcntlg. When there are new Seesaw posts, families can be notified via app
notification, email or SMS. FParents are only notified about their own child’s work, and all

Texts

|n order to kecP our parents uPdated with school life and any last minute changes such as

data is safe and secure.

closure due to snow we use a tcxt/cmaﬂ service called ‘GrouPca"’ which will send a text to

mobile Phoncs oran cmail clcPcnding on the urgency of the message.

Fa rcntPa Yy

Wc use an electronic Pagmcnt sgstcm ‘Farcnt Fag’ ~where Parcnts can pay for school

dinners and tn'Ps online. Once your child has started school you will receive information on

registration.




fSnacks

At Carlinghow Acadcmy we strive to promote a hcalthg Ihccstylc. Cl’]ildrcn are offered
fresh or dried fruit and vcgctablcs, Providcd by a government scheme to encourage children
to eatfive a éag.T}lis includes a different choice each day eg banana, carrot, pear, applc

or orange. Chilclrcn are cncouragccl to Pccl their own fruit to assist their sclf—hclp ski”s.

Milk

Milk is available to all children in Foundation Stagc and Kcy 5tagc 1. Forall our under
5's this is free. Car‘linghow Acaclcmy will automatica”y register your child to receive school
milk each day.

Watcr

Childrcn are cncouragcd to drink water to [cccP well hydrated during the school c{ag. To
promote a hcaltby li]cestylc this must be water and notjuice.

School Dinners

Dinners are Fresl'lly cooked in our own kitchens. We offer choices each day, including a

vegetarian oPtion and the menus rotate over a two~week cgclc. f:rcsh fruit and bread are
aiways avaﬂablc, along with water to drink. Menus are changcd scasonally and information is
sent home for you and your child to choose their lunch. ]Fyour child has any spcchcic dictary
rcquircmcnts, Plcasc let us know so that we can tailor a menu to suit your needs. Somc
Nurscry children are entitled to receive a free school meal when thcg attend Nurscrg fora
full day, If your child does not qualhcy for a free school meal you will have an oPtion to pay
fora hot dinner, altcmativcly you can send a Packcd lunch Forgour child. Please note that

school dinners are Paid forin advance each Mondag.




School ( Jniform

Grcy skirt / trousers
Blue sweatshirt / carc]igan (idca”y with the Car‘linghow Acadcmy ]ogo)
White Polo shirt
Black shoes -~ no boots Plcasc
]n the summer, many girls wear blua/ white check dresses.
A“ children may wear grey shorts in warm wcathcr
Children should not come to school wearing fashion traincrs,jcans, tracksuits, sportswear
or beachwear.

Flcasc ensure all items of uniform are c]earlg labelled with your child’s name.

chPing informed

To ensure Parcnts are cht informed of up and coming events, a calendar on our website
shows all our diary events. \We also Publish all letters which are sent home on our website, so

it is worth chccking our web page at rcgular intervals to kccP 3oursclf informed.

GCtting in touch

Carlinghow Aca&cmg
I~ aland Road

Bat!ey
WIm17 81T
01924 %2637 1
ogice@carlinghowacaclemg.org.uk
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FrcParation

Mang Parcnts ask what we want children to do before thcy come to Nurscrg.

Whilst rcading, writing and maths are imPor'tant areas of [carning, Plcasc remember that in

Nurscry thcy only form part of the curriculum. [Jere is a list of ways that you can support

your child's ]carning at home:

Kead books

Makc up stories

51}15 songs

Dance to music

[nsiston good manners

7 each your child how to dress themselves 6}7c/ud’ing féstcmhg their coats)

Creneral /ygicnc ﬁ'nc/udin‘g was/n’ng hands)
Hca/tﬁy choices

SJunk mocfc//fng
F/ay c/oug/:

[ xercise

Gct outdoors

C ounting objccts
Mark mak/ng

We /lopc that you have found the information in this boo»é/ct/wé)fu[

/f you have any qucstions orconcems, P/casc do not hesitate to contact the school otfice or

arrange a mcct/hg with a member of staft-

Wc Jook forward to the 5cara/7cad gctting to know you and your child!




Building a Partncrslwip between [lome and
the Acadcmy

TOGETHER WE WILL:
HCIP our Cl’! ICerﬂ to FCCI haPPHJ comclclent anc[ valuccl at Carlmghow Acac{cmg

Fromote in them a clear unclcrstandmg oFgood manners and rlght and wrong.

Share common exPectations to enable everyone to reach their maximum Potentia].

(Create a safe and secure environment where our children can flourish.

I stablish open and rcspectFuI communication between all members of T he Acaclemy community.
Deve|op a shared unclerstanc]ing of the behaviour Po|ic3 exPectations.

Celebrate, share and praise successes.
THE ACADEMY STAFT WILL:

o  \Work within all Pollcucs, values, aims and visions set by the Governors.

® [rovide an open and welcoming environment where you and your child will feel valued.

® Recognise and build on your child’s unique strengths.
Set accurate and helpful targets for you and your child to work on.
Keep youinformed of your child’s progress and offer encouragement and support.
Pe available to discuss your child’s progress formally annually and informally by mutual arrangement.
[T ndeavour to arrange Academy events and meetings to meet the needs of families.

I nsure resPectFul communication by Providing aPProPriate lines of communication which are

accessible, regu]ar and considered.

L Havc available on reciucst information about the comP]aints Procedurc.

INRETURNWE ASK THAT FPARENTS:

®  Supportand respect the Academy’s policies, values, aim and visions.

®  Support the staff in their care and education of your child.

® [ nsure that your child is Punctual and attends | he Academy regularly.
Avoid taking holidays during term time.
Attend and support Academy events, meetings and celebrations wherever Possiblc.
(Create a sense of belonging by ensuring children wear the requested Academy uniform.
[Cnsure respectful communication by liaising with the appropriate Academy Staff.

®  Notify the Academy of any changes of circumstances that might affect the child.

o | ctuswork together to make our Partnership one of confidence, enthusiasm and respect.

INRETURNWE ASK THAT CHILDREN:

(] Take care of everyone and everything so that:

The Acac]emg is a l‘:aPPy Place, we can all lcarn, nobodg gets I‘lurt, we are all sa{:c, nothing
gets sPoilt orlost. Ancl we take care of ourselves so that we can stay fit and hcalthg.
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